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Editor’s Notes
This month features a timely and interesting article by Mr. Robert Parsons about Holiday Card sent to Europe
from Peru.
I am starting a new feature for collectors new to Peru philately. This first column explains why Peru 1 and 2 are
relatiavely rare, and most of the issues seen for sale on the Internet are likely forgeries. If you have a topic you
would like to see, or even better, would like to write for newer Peru enthusiasts, please contact me.
You may send articles to me at dnpaddock@yahoo.com. We prefer that articles be submitted in Word using
Georgia 11 font for the text and Calibri 11 font for illustration explanations. We welcome comments on
previous articles as well.
Thank you for reading Trencito 2. If you have an article to publish, we would gladly consider it.
Thank you. David Paddock, Editor.
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Peru’s Holiday Postcard Air Service
Robert Parsons
On October 1, 1930 the French Company, Compagnie Generale Aeropostale, was authorized to provide an air
service between Peru, Africa and Europe by way of Chile, Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil. This southern
Atlantic service provided an alternative to the Panagra (Pan American Grace Airways) northern service via
New York.
Post Office Circular No. 62, dated Lima, 7 December 1931, introduced a special Aeropostale service for sending
Season’s Greeting cards to Africa and Europe. Cards were provided by Aeropostale and no other cards were
permitted. One could not send any postcard by airmail, during most of the year, the exception being those
cards at Christmas time.
The air surcharge for these holiday cards was set at S|.0.15, in addition to the international postcard rate of 10
centavos. This was a substantial reduction from the ordinary air surcharge of S|.0.80 for a letter.

Africa and Europe (except Spain)

Regular
postage

Normal
air surcharge

Total

Holiday card
air surcharge

Total

0.10

0.80

0.90

0.15

0.25

The service was to take effect with the first flight from Lima on Monday, 7 December, and cards would be
accepted on subsequent Monday flights throughout December.

Fig. 1
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Figure 1 illustrates an example of this special Aeropostal card. It is franked with the proper 25 centavos rate.
Dated at Lima, 11 December 1931, it would have waited at Lima until the 14 December Aeropostal flight.
Arriving at S. Margherita, Italy the card was postmarked 4 January 1932; a voyage taking 21 days.

Figures 2 to 4 illustrate Aeropostale cards used in Chile, Argentina and Uruguay.

Figs. 2 and 3

Fig. 4

I have noted only two other postcards from Peru during the entire Aeropostale service; both the same as shown
in fig. 1 and both dated December 1931 and, coincidentally, addressed to Italy. On the other hand, I have only
recorded 11 Aeropostale cards, in total, from Chile, Argentina and Uruguay. Aeropostale had been facing
increasing financial difficulty since 1931 and, in August 1933, the Company was merged into the new French
national airline, Air France.
The first postcards for Air France appeared in December 1933. I have recorded examples from that first season
originating in Chile, Argentina and Uruguay. There are no examples from Peru. In fact, the first recordings I
have from Peru are in December 1937. In addition, there are no references in the Postal Boletins (1932-36) to a
special holiday postcard service.

4

The 1937 Boletin Postal y Telegrafico records that in November of that year, the Post Office received
authorization to provide a special postcard service with Air France, in co-operation with Faucett aviation and
L.A.N. Chile, between Peru, Europe and Africa, on the occasion of Christmas and New Year. This was
communicated to all Postal officials in Circular No. 65, dated 2 December 1937. As well as describing the
arrangements, the Circular defined the compensation allowed for each of the airlines involved in the service.
The service covered the period 1 December 1937 to 15 January 1938, and the surcharge was set at S|.0.35, a
substantial reduction over the S|.1.50 assessed for the regular letter/postcard air fee. This S|.1.50 “air
surcharge” was established when Air France and Lufthansa services started up for Peru in late 1935. From that
time, the Post Office Boletins make no distinction between airmail letters and airmail postcards. Rather, the
term most used is “correspondence”, implying that both letters and postcards were assessed at the same air
surcharge.

Fig. 5 – Lima to Italy, 16 December 1937. Air fee is S|.0.35 + 10 centavos postage.

The design of the Air France card for Peru incorporated a three-line designation of the airlines involved in the
service; POR AVION / via FAUCETT --- L.A.N.CH. / AIR FRANCE. As well, the card indicated, in the upper
right corner, the correct total postage to be applied.

Fig. 6
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The front of the card featured different pictures, two of which are illustrated below.

Fig. 7

Fig. 8

The Boletin for 1938 presented a new airline in addition to Air France in its Resolution to provide a Greeting
card service to Europe and Africa. The service now included Deutsche Lufthansa A.G., Sucursal Peru, a
subsidiary of Lufthansa. The period ran from 5 December 1938 to 5 January 1939 and the air surcharge remained
at S|.0.35. Neither Faucett nor L.A.N. Chile were mentioned in the Resolution.
Air France issued a new format for its 1938 holiday greeting card. This was a general card for use by Peru,
Chile, Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil, with slight differences in dates and postal charges for each of the
countries. The text background colour also varied from country to country (blues and browns) and for Brazil
the text was in Portuguese.

Fig. 9 – Lima to Egypt, 8 December 1938. Air fee is S|.0.35 + 10 centavos postage.
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Air France would provide one more card for the 1939/40 season, similar in style to the previous year. I have
recorded no examples from Peru for that season. The overall Air France operation ended in June 1940 following
the occupation of France.
Regular German air service to South America began in February 1934 with Deutches Lufthansa’s (DLH) flight
from Stuttgart, Germany to Brazil. In November 1935, connecting flights to Peru via Panagra and Syndicato
Condor were authorized.
In May 1938, Lufthansa created a subsidiary Company: Deutsche Lufthansa A.G., Sucursal Peru (Peruvian
Branch), with offices in Lima. It operated a weekly service between Lima, Arequipa and La Paz, connecting at
the Bolivian capital with Lloyd Aereo Boliviano's service to Corumbá. At that point, mails were transferred to
Syndicato Condor Ltda’s service to Rio de Janeiro, where another connection was then made with Lufthansa’s
transatlantic service. The first flight from Lima took place 23 May 1938.

Fig. 10 – Lima to Poland, 18 December 1938. Air fee is S|.0.35 + 10 centavos postage.
As mentioned earlier, the 1938 Postal Boletin authorized the Post Office to conduct a Greeting card service with
the German Company for the season of 1938/39. Like Air France, the greeting card provided was a standard
issue, with text reflecting the individual country’s requirements. An example of the front, or picture side, of the
card is shown in figures 11 and 12. With Europe embroiled in a world war, the German Lufthansa South
Atlantic service was eventually terminated in August 1939. This was the final special card from Lufthansa.
There is one lone Peru example of a greeting card that went by Lufthansa but was not a special issue card. I do
not know if this was general practise at this time. This is illustrated in figure 13. The card, dated 17 December
1938, bears postage of 50 centavos, an over-payment of 5 centavos. Despite lots of looking, I have not managed
to find another like it.
To fill the gap left by DLH, the Italian L.A.T.I. service (Linee Aeree Transcontinentali Italiane) began
transatlantic flights to Brazil on 21 December 1939. This service continued until December 1941, when Italy
entered the War on the side of Germany. I have recorded only 4 cards from the L.A.T.I. service; 2 from
Argentina and 2 from Brazil, all dated December 1940.
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Fig. 11

Fig. 12

Fig. 13
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Destination
Peru
Aeropostale
Air France
Condor
LATI
Chile
Aeropostale
Air France
Condor
LATI
Argentina
Aeropostale
Air France
Condor
LATI
Uruguay
Aeropostale
Air France
Condor
LATI
Brazil
Aeropostale
Air France
Condor
LATI
Total

1931

1932

1933

1934

1935

1936

1937

1938

6

2
5

1939

1940

3

3
8
5

4

3

3

6

4
7

5
2

6
10

5
3

5

2

3

7
2

3
4

10
7

3
2

7

4
34
22

3

2
1
1

6

8

6

1

10

2
1

4

2
2

0
1

7

1
1

3
4

0
7

1
4

7

25

25

50

26

Total

26

6
35
15
2
1
17
4

2

12
16
2

4

186

Fig. 14
Fig. 14 presents a summary of the cards I have recorded to date. The cards are relatively scarce, sometimes commanding
outrageous prices. It’s clear to see that Peru is the scarcest of the five countries. But, you can occasionally get lucky and
get one for under $50. There is enough variety in these cards that one could form a very nice exhibit. If any reader can
provide examples of other Peru special greeting cards, please use the PPSC website to respond.

In 10 or more years of collecting, I have seen very few cards sent airmail prior to the start of WWII. By 1940,
the correspondence by air postcards seems to have increased, as I have a several of them starting in 1940. The
rate is the same as for a regular letter.
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Circular No 62
Lima, 7 de diciembre de 1931.
Senor Administrador Principal de Correos . . . . . . . . . .

Sirvase tomar nota de que la Compania General Aeropostal establecera durante el presente mes de diciembre
solamente, una servicio especial para tarjetas postales de Pascua y Ano Nuevo, con destino al Africa y Europa.
Una vez impresas dichas tarjetas postales especiales, se enviara a Ud una provision de ellas. Sirvase tomar nota
al propio tiempo, de que estas tarjetas postales deberan emplearse solamente para este servicio especial y de
ninguna manera podra usarse ninguna otra de tipo distinto sin el pago de la tarifa aerea ordinaria en vigencia,
para el servicio aereo de la Compania General Aeropostal.
La tarifa fijada para el servicio especial de que se trata es de quince centavos (S|.0.15), por cada tarjeta postal,
mas el franqueo ordinario.
El despacho de esta correspondencia deberahacerse al mismo tiempo que el de la correspondencia aerea
transportada por la Compania General Aeropostal al Africa y Europa, pero las tarjetas postales deberan ser
separadas de la correspondencia comun, y es esencial para los fines de la contabilidad, que esta
correspondencia especial sea anotada seperadamente en la "Guia de Ruta" indicando su peso NETO, y tambien
el numero de las tarjetas que se despachen.
El primer despacho se hara por avion que sale de Lima en la manana del lunes 7 del presente, y despues en los
demas lunes del mes, quedando cancelado este servicio especial con el despacho del ultimo lunes del presente
diciembre.
Sirvase notificar a todas las oficinas de su dependencia y enviarles, tan pronto como sea posible, una provision
de las tarjetas postales especiales, asi como avisar al publico sobre el particular, cuidando de hacer la mayor
propaganda para aprovechamiento de este servicio especial.

Dios guarde a Ud.
D.B. Williams.
Sub Superintendente Postal.
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The Stamps of The Pacific Steam Navigation Company (Peru Scott 1 and 2):
An Introduction for New Peru Philatelic Enthusiasts
David Paddock
I have seen many Peru Scott 1 and 2 offered on E-bay and other Internet sites. Often, they are asking inflated
prices for what are often forgeries. Finding a genuine Pacific Steam Navigation Company stamp, either mint or
especially used either on or off cover, is extremely rare. According to the Peyton Collection documentation in
the Smithsonian, only six covers are known[7]. However, the Pacific Steam Navigation Company (PSNC) served
Peru beginning in 1845, and perhaps as early as 1840, so why is finding a cover with Scott Peru 1 or 2 on it so
rare. This article will shed some light on the Pacific Steam Navigation Company and the use of their stamps on
Peru mail.
On April 1, 1842 the first of two steamers departed Chile carrying not mail to Europe, but raw materials. In
was in 1845 that PSNC carried mail, first from Valparaiso to Panama[9].
William Wheelwright of Newburyport, Massachusetts founded the Pacific Steam Navigation Company and
incorporated it in London. His cousin, Joshua Butters Bacon, was an employee of the stamp engravers and
printers firm Perkins, Bacon & Co., the company that produced Peru Scott 1 and 2. Wheelwright wrote to his
cousin about the possibility of printing stamps for the PSNC as early as 1847[1].
A timeline of the PSNC activities in Chile, Peru and Ecuador follow:
1835 – Wheelwright entered in to an agreement with Chile to operate steamships along the Chilean coastline.
1840 – Two paddle-wheeled steamships sailed through the Strait of Magellan to establish a service between
Valparaiso Chile and Callao Peru. The ships were known as the SS Peru and SS Chile. The mail they carried
was between ports for their own account[9].
1842 – PSNC expanded their coverage to the West coast of South America by negotiating a contract with Chile.
A British consulate in Panama already served as a postal agency in the Americas[2].
1845 – British government negotiated a treaty to carry mail between Valparaiso and Panama for a fixed annual
payment[2].
1847 – Valparaiso and Callao saw in influx of Europeans and PSNC aanticipated the need for these people to
send and receive mail to and from Europe.
1847 (late) – The PSNC Board decided to issue its own stamps for use on the steamships[1]. Proposed stamps
were engraved and printed at Perkins, Bacon & Co. on white woven paper in Peruvian Real currency. PSNC
rejected these essays designed by Perkins, Bacon & Co. (see Wooster, 2009[6] for illustrations. These essays
were not discovered until appearing in a Robson Lowe auction in 1948[3]). The PSNC Board accepted a design
that incorporated their ships and the letters PSNC in the corners in September: The One Real blue for ½
ounce mail featured the SS Peru and the Two Real brown-red stamps for 1-ounce mail featured the SS Chile.
According to Bacon, Perkins, Bacon & Co. printed about 50,000 1-Real stamps and about 7,000 2-Real stamps
in November[1]. Two sources state the first shipment of stamps was initially sent to the PSNC agent in
Panama,[1,9] but research has not turned up any use of the stamps bearing a Panama postmark[personal communication
with COPA members]. It is unclear what happened to this first lot. According to Barrington Brown, second lot of the
same quantity was sent to Callao in January 1848[3].
1848 (early) – 50,000 PSNC stamps sent to Callao. While PSCN advertised in local newspapers announcing
the new stamps and to encourage their use, they presumably were not used until 1857, possibly because of
opposition from the Peru and Chile governments.
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According to this timeline, PSNC sent the stamps to Panama in 1847, and in early 1848 another lot of the
stamps was sent to Callao. I was unable to determine if the original shipment to Panama was then sent to
Callao, or if there were two different shipments. If there were two shipments, what happened to those stamps
in Panama? It is possible there was indeed only one shipment, or that the second shipment may have been
forwarded to Callao.
Bacon in The London Philatalist implies there were two shipments[1]. He states in the article, on November 16,
1847 Perkins, Bacon & Co. printed one lot of 57,280 stamps, and they “were forwarded to Mr. George Dunlop,
Custom House, Royal Mail Steam Packet Co., Southampton, and the case itself was addressed to ‘Alexander
Hutchinson Esq., Agent for the Pacific Steam Navigation Co., c/o Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, Panama by
Royal Mail Steam Packet, Nov. 17, 1947.’”
“A second lot consisting of [17,280 postage stamps] in a tin packing case was forwarded on January 15, 1848 to
Alexander Hutchinson, Esq., Agent for the Pacific Steam Navigtion Co., Callao.”
C. Barrington Brown, [3] also writing in The London Philatelist, states, “Two consignments of the stamps were
sent to Callao, on November 17, 1847 and on January 15, 1848 totalling 14,000 stamps fo the 2-reales and
100,480 stamps of the 1-real. These quantities cited by Barrington Brown are significantly higher than
reported by Bacon, and Barrington Brown does not mention Panama at all. If you have any information on
these shipments, please contact the editor.
In January 1848, Perkins, Bacon and Co. printed another order of about 330,000 stamps[1], but they received
no orders for them, so they remained in London.
1851 -- In March, the Peru postmaster-general proposed that Peru introduce postage stamps for use, but it was
six years before the country acted on the proposal.
1857 – In March, a fire destroyed many if not all the PSNC stamps at the Perkins, Bacon & Co. printing works
[1,3,9]. Under an agreement with PSNC, the Peru government authorized the issuance of the PSNC stamps in
Lima. Callao and Chorrillos for a 3-month period. The Postmaster general of Peru distributed the PSNC
stamps with instructions to initiate uise on December 1, 1857 for a trial periods. The trial ended on February
28, 1858, with the issuance of the Peru Coat of Arms issue. This brief three-month trial period when the PSNC
stamps were authorized for use explains why used stamps and covers with valid Peru postmarks on Scott 1 and
2 are rare.
1858 – Peru issued the Coat of Arms stamps on March 1 (Scott 3-6) to use on all mail. In March, Peru issued
an order that compulsory local postage must be used on letters carried by PSNC.
1859 (or 1860) – Any remaining stocks of the PSNC stamps were presumably destroyed by the Peruvian
government[1,9].
1879-1886 PSNC service ended with the establishment of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) [2].
It is well documented that PSNC stamps were not used until December 1857 and their use discontinued on
February 28, 1858, a period of only three months. It was originally thought the use was restricted to the Lima
area, but a census compiled by Charles Wooster indicates cancellations from Arica and San Juan also exist,
although these are liikely forgeries. Hence, valid used stamps are more rare than unused stamps.
Charles Wooster [PPSC] created a census of used stamps from various sources, including the Internet. The
number of used stamps totals 89 of the 1-Real issue and 21 of the 2-Reales issue, including known and
unknown forgeries. His results first appared on the Peru Philatelic Stucy Circle (PPSC) website and is
reprinted on the next page.
In the table on the next page note that Wooster shows that seven genuine 1-Real covers and only two 2-Reales
covers exist. No postmarks from Chorrillos has ever been found. E.D. Bacon[1], writing in The London
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Philatelist, states “In my experience, no stamp ever issued is more difficult to find upon a letter-sheet or
envelope than are these two values of the Pacific Steam Navigation Company’s stamps.”
Census of 1 Real and 2 Reales used stamps compiled by Charles Wooster
Total

Forgeries

Genuine

Dated Lima Cancels

33

0

33

Dated Callao Cancels

2

0

2

Barred Numeral 5 Cancels

1

0

1

Barred Numeral 6 Cancels

18

1

17

Barred Numeral 7 Cancels

9

0

9

Dotted Lima Cancels

14

0

14

Dotted Callao Cancels

8

0

8

Dotted Arica Cancels

1

1

0

San Juan Cancel

1

1

0

Mute Cancels

2

1

1

89

4

85

8

1

7

Dated Lima Cancels

9

3

6

Dated Callao Cancels

1

0

1

Barred 6 Numeral Cancels

2

0

2

Dotted Lima Cancels

5

2

3

Dotted Callao Cancels

2

0

2

Dotted Arica Cancels

1

1

0

Mute Cancels

1

1

0

21

6

15

2

2

0

1 Real Stamps

Total 1 Real Stamps
1 Real Covers
2 Real Stamps

Total 2 Real Stamps
2 Real Covers

Moll [5] and Barrington Brown also accounted for used stamps many years earlier without the benefit of using
the Internet. They cite the following, and mention that some of the stamps may be forgeries.
Between Moll’s census in 1883 and Wooster’s census in 2018, only 26 additional copies of the 1-Real issue and
9 additional copies of the 2-Reales issue have been found.
Number of Used Peru Scott 1 and 2 Recorded
Author
Moll
Barrington-Brown

1 Real (Scott 1)
43
63

13

2 Reales (Scott 2)
11
12

Bacon[1] states that Paul Ascher wrote in 1890 that only a total of 58 used specimens of the 2-Reales value were
used. Of these, Wooster has accounted for 21 of these, including forgeries.
Some examples of genuine and forged cancels on PSNC stamps follows. These and others were also published
on Peru Philatelic Study Circle (PPSC) website. I thank Charles Wooster for providing these examples from
various sources originally published on the PPSC website. Notice that the cancels show dates from December
1857 through February 1858.
Genuine stamp and cancel from Lima, December 27, 1857

Genuine stamp and Lima cancel dated January 7, 1858 with Philatelic Foundation Certificate

14

Dotted Callao Cancel

15

Barred 7 cancel on cover (extremely rare)

Some forged cancels can be found in auction catalogs as well as on EBay.
Forged Dotted Arica Cancel on genuine 1 Real stamp

16

Forged San Juan cancel

Genuine 2-Reales with forged postmark

17

Probable Stamp and Cancel Forgery

As mentioned above, many more examples can be found on the PPSC website, including additional forged
cancellations.
The article by Wooster and Lera[6] in The London Philatelist cite the largest unused block of the 1-Real issue is
15 stamps, 3 rows of 5. The largest unused block of the 2-Reales issue is 24 stamps, 6 rows of 4. It is thought
that all unused copies of these stamps, including these blocks may have been salvaged from the fire at Perkins,
Bacon & Company.
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Forgeries & Reprints
Peru Scott 1 and 2 have been extensively forged, and Perkins Bacon issued reprinted stamps in colors and on
papers other than the 1-Real blue and 2-Real brown-red stamps.
Reprints
Reprints from the original plates were made by Perkins, Bacon and Co. from 1861 through 1863 by request for
officials of the company or business friends. [3] These reprints appeared in a variety of colors and are not
numerous. Bacon[1] listed the various colors and papers of the 1-Real and 2-Real reprints and the quantity
printed, which are presented below:
Printed in 1861 on bluish wove paper:
1-Real rose, 30 specimens printed
2-Reales blue, 30 specimens printed
Printed in 1862 on white vertically laid paper:
1-Real deep rose, 160 specimens printed
2-Reales deep blue, 160 specimens printed
Printed in 1863 on thin to medium white wove paper:
1-Real in deep blue, 160 specimens printed
1-Real in rose, green and yellow, 800 specimens of each printed
2-Reales brown, 1,120 specimens printed
2-Reales in rose, blue, green and yellow, 800 specimens of each printed.
Forgeries
An Internet site [10] described how to tell a genuine PSNC 1-Real stamp from a forged PSNC 1-Real stamp.
A genuine stamp is a beautifully engraved stamp; all the details are clear. The “S” of PSNC, in the upper right
corner, is joined to the dot following it, and the top of the 1 of ½ oz almost touches the oval border. Note all of
the 1 Real stamps shown above exhibit these characteristics.
In a forged stamp, there is a clear space between the “S” in the upper right corner and the dot after it. The
engine-turning is very indistinct, and the shading within the central oval is coarse. A spece exists between the
top of the 1 of ½ ounce and the oval frame.
From what I have observed, most of the PSNC stamps offered on E-bay or other Internet sites, or from some
dealers are likely forgeries due to the relatively small number of original or reprinted stamps available for sale.
The following stamps are likely forgeries with cancellations that are confirmed forgeries.

Some of the 1-reales stamps seen for sale for collectors. All the cancellations are forgeries.
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Some of the 2-reales stamps seen for sale for collectors. As above, all the cancellations are forgeries.
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The ‘Franca Label’ The Only Postmaster Provisional Stamp of Peru
Adding a new cover to the census
Henry Marquez

Franca Label cover discovered in 2017, Ten registered as of 2018

Of approximately 27 x 12 mm dimensions, these labels were made by hand one-by-one in red over yellow paper;
they were sold at 1 Real each, being used for about a year; they were issued for commercial firms in Lima as flat
fee for their correspondence of any weight which was to continue by sea beyond the port of Callao . A message
published February 13, 1849 in “El Comercio” newspaper of Lima announced the issuance:
“The correspondence that commercial houses of Lima send to Callao for dispatch by steamer or sailing vessel pays only 1
Real per item regardless of weight, and, in order to avoid the steps required for the payment of franking (at the PO),
impressions of a particular handstamp from this post office (Callao) have been struck (on yellow paper), gummed on the
reverse, which are valued at 1 Real each, which are being sold in quantities at the two (Lima and Callao) post offices; so
every piece of mail by the above mentioned (firms) in the hands of anyone (POs or private carriers) with this stamp affixed
on the cover is admitted and can be carried free (as it was already pre-paid). It is to be understood that the stamps under
no circumstances is valid for mail between Lima and Callao”
Eight of the recorded covers are from the same archive, Thomas LaChambre, the other two are:
1. Sent to E. Albert in Lima, handwritten ‘cartamaritima’ arrived to Callao on Belgiam ship ‘Maria
Luisa”,datad on the front December 31, 1949
21

2. NEW DISCOVERY: Sent to Westmore and Alsop Co in Lima, merchant of tea and spices in Valparaiso
and Lima, undated but handwritten ‘per Daedalus’ on the front confirms this letter in 1849-1850; by
indications of this ship being at Callao, mentioned in the book ‘Travels in the United States, etc. during
1849 and 1850’ written by Lady Emmeline Stuart Wortley (page 106)
As of December 2018, there are now 10 covers recorded, all inbound from Callao to Lima, this suggest they were
accepted for payment of postage and inbound maritime fee. All covers have the Franca label affixed with no tying
cancellation on them.

Colareta Revisited – Locumba Straight Line
Charles Wooster
The town of Locumba is in the current province of Jorge Basadre in the department of Tacna. It is located at
the confluence of the Rio Cinto and Rio Salado, which come together to form the Rio Locumba. It is also
approximately 10 kilometers northeast of the town of Sitana. This is relevant, since Sitana was listed as a stop
on the Carrera de Arequipa postal route in 1778 and 1827. However, there are no known postal markings from
Sitana. An 1841 listing of postal offices included Locumba, but not Sitana[1] . In the 1853 postal reorganization,
Locumba was assigned to the postal district of Tacna as a Subprincipal Office[1]. Finally, in the 1866
Reglamento[2] showing distances between postal offices, Sitana is cited, but not Locumba? It seems possible
that in the early part of the 19th century, Sitana and Locumba were synonymous with the same town or postal
office. Locumba and Sitana were and still are small towns. In the 1876 census[3], Locumba had 291 inhabitants
and Sitana only 125.
Around 1875, Locumba was demoted to a Receptoria and may have briefly ceased operation following the War
of the Pacific. It is again listed as a Receptoria in an 1888 listing of postal offices, but now assigned to the
postal district of Moquegua. In May of 1894 it was elevated back to a Subprincipal Office and in 1911 it became
a Principal Office of its own postal district. Between 1929 and 1930 it was demoted back to a Subprincipal
Office in the Tacna postal district.
Colareta only lists one cancel from Locumba. It is a simple straight line LOCUMBA (Figure 1) in black ink,
measuring 37.5 x 8 mm. He lists the earliest known usage as 1857.

Figure 1 – Colareta’s Locumba Straight Line Cancel
Figure 2 shows a cover with the same cancel in red, however, it measures 37.5 x 6 mm. In all other respects it is
the same cancel and Colareta’s height measurement might have been made from a smeared cancellation. This
cover has a docketing date (Figure 3) of March 1840.

1

Memoria Que Presenta A Las Camaras de 1853, Lima 1853, page 42.
Reglamento De Correos Del Peru Diccionario Geografico, Lima 1866
3
Resumen Del Censo General De Habitantes Del Peru Hecho En 1876, Lima 1878
2
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Figure 2 – Prepaid cover from Locumba to Moquegua.

Figure 3 – Docketing notation on Figure 2 cover
Both Lamy & Rinck and Emsing list this cancel as being used after postage stamps were introduced and Figure
4 shows the cancel on a strip of 4 of the 1868 Green 1 Dinero stamp. The date range thus extends at least from
1840 to 1868.

Figure 4 – Strip of four One Dinero green stamps
with Locumba cancel (courtesy of Al Houed)

Figure 5, Red Franca cancel

The cover in Figure 2 also has a red FRANCA cancel (Figure 5), measuring 31 x 6 mm, with the unusual spelling
of FRNCA. This cancel has not been previously reported.
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2018 Peru Exhibits awards
This past year a number of Peru exhibits from PPSC members and non-members, participated in a number of
shows around the world, the aggregate results can be seen on the table below.
Philatelic exhibiting is one of those activities some of us gradually incorporate into our expansion of philatelic
activities. Some call it a form of expression, others a measure against other exhibitors, while some take upon
themselves as a challenge. Whatever the reason is, and there are many besides those 3 listed a couple of lines
before; the result is that exhibiting motivates others to do the same and promotes the growth of the hobby and
our collecting area in particular.
Exhibiting does not have to be expensive in money, but it could be a time-consuming activity investing time in
research and quality mounting. Yet the rewards of doing it, independently of the medal level, are very
rewarding and deserve huge accolades
On the medals and awards, two of the most important Peru related exhibits in the circuit won the grand awards
at two of the largest shows of 2018. First, in August 2018, Chuck Wooster outstanding Postage Dues exhibit
won at StampShow, and later in September Julio Cesar Ponce’s Colonial Peru did the same at Exfil 2018
continental show at Santiago de Chile.
Next May 2019, PPSC will be one of the guest societies at Rocky Mountain Stamp Show at Denver, Colorado.
Hope you can make the time to put a new Peru exhibit together of participate with an existing one. Whatever
that is we thank you in advance for your support promoting the philately of Peru around the world.

In the picture, Julio Cesar Ponce Lozada receiving Exfil 2018 Grand Award from Bernard Jimenez

(Continued on next page)
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2018 Peru related Palmares at stamp shows worldwide
Exhibitor Name
John P. Wynns
Charles Wooster
Francis Adams
Bob Parsons
Henry Marquez

Title of Exhibit

Show

Peru's 12 Centavos Issue of 1905
The Postage Due Issues of Peru
1874-1948
The Leticia Incident
Peru: The Lecoq Issues, 1862-1873
The First Two Airmail Stamps of
Peru, Their Relation and Usage

Type

Award and points

Aripex 2018
Stampshow
2018
Pipex 2018
Canpex 2018

1F

LG

Praga 2018

1F

Israel 2018

Multi

LG and 96

Israel 2018
Exfil 2018
(Chile)

Multi

G and 90

Multi

G and 91
LG and Grand

Multi

LG and Grand

1F
Multi

G
LG
92 and Best in Class

Henry Marquez

Peru 1858-1862 Study of
Lithographed Stamps
Peru : 1896-1916

Henry Marquez

Peru: 1896-1916

Julio C. Ponce

El sistema postal en el Virreynato del
Peru

Exfil 2018
(Chile)

Multi

Julio C. Ponce

Papel Sellado usado en la guerra con
Chile - 1879-1883

Exfil 2018
(Chile)

1F

83

Sergio Recuenco

The emblems of Independent Peru

Exfil 2018
(Chile)

1F

88

Augusto Zavala

Los Incas Ajedrecistas

Exfil 2018
(Chile)

1F

73

Thailand 2018

Multi

Thailand 2018

1F

90

Thailand 2018

1F

90

Thailand 2018

Multi

LS and 78

Thailand 2018

Multi

LV and 85

Carlos Brenis

Julio C. Ponce
Henry Marquez
Sergio Recuenco
Roger Van Laere
Jean Francois Sotty

The Mail System in the Viceroyalty of
Peru
The Toribio de Luzuriaga Stamps of
Peru
The emblems of Independent Peru
Pre-Hispanic Peru (Previous title:
Peruvian Prehistory)
Rocio Collection - Classic Peru 18581873

G and 93 + SP

Thank you for reading Trencito 2. If you would like to submit an article,
please contact David Paddock at dnpaddock@yahoo.com.
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