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This issue of Tencitfeatures the penalty for reusing stamps in Peru, and the questions around a censored cover that

originated in Peru before the U.S. officially declared war in 1941, but arrived in New York City after war was declared.
In addition to many questions posedtbe cover, its markings, and the apparent fact that it was held in New York far four
years, it provides an interesting look into censoring at the onset of the war.

This issue is being sent at the time of two major philatelic events, the APS StampgRiotwiond, Va, and Seapex in
Seattle (in September). If anybody finds something of interest at these shows to share, please send them to me

Congratulations to Henry Marguez, whose exhibit will advance to the Granthtrimational. See the picturef the
ceremonyand thePeruentrieson pagel4.

Congratul ations also to Tom Myerls9 41oor, hwhsi cehx hriebcieti voefd
APS Stamp Show in Richmond.

We have no more articles in the pipeline for publishing and need more material for future newsletters in either Spanish
English. Please send submissiondripaddock@hotmail.comNote that this is a newraail address for me. Thank
you. David Paddock, Editor

Please notice we have a vacancy for the Secretary position. If you can serve as Secretary, please contact Chuck Woa
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President: Chuck Wooster cwooster@aol.com

Vice Presiden& Webmaster Henry Marquez vepcar@gmail.com
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EPendat

Rediscovered Estampilla Usd@lanalty
by Chuck Wooster

Six yearsago,in Trencito 2, Vol. 2, No. 1, February 2011, | wrote an article on Estampilla

Usada markings. The article included a census of 18 covers, the earliest dating from the

|l ate 187006s. Most of the covers had special Es
used stampshad been reused. All the covers were assessed a penalty of ten times the

normal postage rate.

Since that article, two more examples have been recorded. The first is currently in the
collection of Guillermo Llosa (Figures 1a and 1b). The letter was frankedwith a used 10
centavos green stamp that was issued in 1876. The stamp was recognized as being used
and received an italicized Estampilla Servida handstamp (Figure 2). This marking was not
reported in my earlier census. It was assessed the usual 100 centaos postage due by
application of two 50 centavos postage due stamps, which were canceled with a Lima CDS
of October 15, 1880.
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Figure l1a

Figure 1b
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Figure 2

Figure 3

Last year | acquired another cover sent from Lima to Ayacucho on September 20,1875.
It was evidently franked with a used stamp, although that stamp is missing from the
cover. The remnant of the same italicized Estampilla Servida handstamp is clearly
visible. However, this cover was only assessed a penalty of 40 centavos. The frontfahe
cover received a 40 Centavos due marking and the back of cover has two 20 centavos
postage due stamps, each with a 20 Centavos due marking. All three of these markings
were applied in Lima. The cover also has an Ayacucho CDS receiving cancel dated
September 30, 1875. All cancels are extremely fine impressions, indicating that they
were carefully applied. My first impression of this cover was that it was forgery, because
the cancels looked too good and the penalty was incorrect. However, a little more
research was in order.

Article 357 of the 1876 Reglamento states;



El que emplee estampilla ya usada 06 inutilizada pagard una multa diez veces mayor
del valor de la estampilla usada.

Anyone who uses an already used or disabled stamp will pay a fine ten
tim es higher than the value of the stamp used.

This is the penalty that we see assessed on these types of covers. However, this last cover
is dated September 1875 prior to this Reglamento. Looking back further we find Article
185 of the 1866 Reglamento whichstates;

Para proceder el despacho de todo Correo, se sacaran a presencia de los jefes de la
oficina, las cartas depositadas en los buzones, que deben permanecer siempre cerrados
con llave. Antes de inutilizarse las Estampillas, se examinaran si han sido us adas, lo
cual se conocera por el sello de inutilizacion que deben haber tenido antes; y si se
encontrasen algunas de esta naturaleza, se les pondra porte doble.

In order to proceed to the dispatch of all Mail, the letters deposited in the
mailboxes, which  must always be locked, shall be removed in the presence
of the heads of the office. Before the stamps are rendered unusable, they
shall be examined as to whether they have been used, which shall be

known by the cancellation stamp which must have been previ ously
applied; and if there are some of this nature, they will put on double
postage.

An evenearlier discussion of this subject can be found in Circular Number 39, issued on

April 29, 1863. It goes on at great length to explain how letters with forged stamps, used
stamps or unauthorized bisected stamps shoul d
Circular here, but the following paragraph is most pertinent to this discussion;

En cuantas operaciones se practique en las oficinas con las cartas, bien sea que se
reciban o despachen, entren o salgan, en otras tantas los jefes y empleados fijaran la
atencion sobre las estampillas, y las reconoceran si son o no servidas, partidas o
falsificadas. Uno y otro es facil advertirse a primera vista; pero si hubiese duda se
consultara el voto de dos o tres empleados de la oficina, quienes imparcialmente lo
daran en el acto, y de este modo quedara resuelta la duda. Si la resolucién es de que la
estampilla o estampillas son servidas, se dejaran estas intactas y no se inutilizaran,
para que quede manifesté el fraude: se anotara y firmara en la cubierta la

circunstan cia en que se encuentra la estampilla: se le pondra el porte doble que
corresponda, segun el articulo 7 de la Tarifa, el marchamo de la Estafeta, y se cargara
en la guia el valor, al remitirse a su destino.

In many operations itis practiced inthe offices with letters , either
received or dispatched, entering or leaving , iIn many others  managers and
employees focus their attention onthe stamps , and recognize whether
they are reused, bisected or counterfeits. The second infraction is easily

noted at first sight ; but if there are doubts on the other two, you shall
consult the vote of two or three office employees, who will immediately
render an impartial judgement , and so the question will be resolved . If the
resolution is that the stamp or stamps are reused , those intact will be left
alone and shall not be rendered as invalid , but for those on which itis
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agreed that there is express fraud: itwillbe recordedand signed on the
cover the circumstances thatthe stamp is encountered :twice the postage
will be stated as appropriate, under Article 7  of the tariff , the cancel of the
Postal Office , and the deficiency amount is to be recorded into the
directory, to be remittedto its destination.

| have presented both the original Spanish and an English translation of both

documents (done primarily with Google Translate) and both seem to refer to some
application of double postage for the reuse of stamps. Such genalty seems too low,
consideringthat an wunpaid | etter was assessed doubl e
with a reused stamp that is attempting to defraud the post office be subject to a higher
penalty? | think a better interpretation is that the letter with a used stamp is treated a s a
deficiency of double the value of the used stamp and then is assessed a double deficiency
of that higher value. Therefore, a letter with a used 10 centavos stamp attempting to pay
the rate for a single weight letter sent within Peru would be escalatedto a rate of 20
centavos. Since the stamp is invalid, the deficiency of 20 centavos would be subject to a
double deficiency of 40 centavos to be paid by the addressee.

This is the only cover that | have seen with a reused stamp before 1876. | would be
interested to know of any other examples with or without postage due stamps.

Censored Mail from Lima to Oslo, Norway held in New York for Four Years
and

An Addendum on Searching for fAUnd
by Ed Fraser and David Paddock

The following article is based on a discusgn from the Yahoo member page. It
illustrates the value of using the member page for items you may have questions about.
The editor found the dates on the reverse side of the cover to be intriguing, since the
letter was sent prior to the bombing of Pearl Harbor, but received in New York after the
United States officially declared war.

The cover below(Figure 1, next page)is franked with four official 10 centavo stamps
(Scott 029, Gibbons 0384) that wereissued in 1914. It is the prop er surface registered
rate to any UPU country (20c postage and 20c registration fee). The number to the right
of the postage is the internal memorandum tracking of the Postal Administration (#346 -
128-941) related to the official communication sent inside. There are no accessible
records at the post office administration to relate to the exact content.

Ed Fraser, a collector of WWII Aundercover ma
because of his interest in wartime mail that crosses enemy lines, or ®mehow could

circumvent rules stopping mail from crossing enemy lines. While he specifically focuses

on civilian mail that was able to use the British Thomas Cook and Son Mail Scheme, and

this cover is not related to that scheme, it is an example of how een mail from neutral

neutral Peru can get not only censored but inadvertently stopped, and in this case just

held, because of routing that would cross lineswith and between belligerents. And note,

in this case it got held without sender or addressee knawing it was held until after the

war was over.



oMINISTRACION GENERAL DE CORR,
TELEGRAFOS Y RADIOTELEGRAFI/
pEL PERU

346-128-941

FiT

Servicio Internacional

b fad
4

Monsieur le Directémé Général des
Télécommunications,
RMO1472 08 LO

( HORVEGE - )

Figure 1
Front & Back of cover addressed to Director General of Telecommunication in Oslo, Norway. Note
the English language handstamp that indicates the cover was held by the office of censorship.
Postmarked in Lima on November 24, 1941 before the declaration of war by the United States on
Germany on Dec 12th. This cover apparently arrived in New York on December 16, 1941.

A note about mail to Norway: Germany invaded Norway on April 9, 1940 and occupied
it until May 9, 1945. Mail service between the Allies and Axis generally stopped, so
when the U.S. entered the war after Pearl Harbor, the U.S. initiated censorship and
stopped Axis bound mail, which until then was allowed from a neutral U.S.

During World War I, Peru stayed neutral until February 12, 1945, so again, its mail
should not have been censored and held, either by the U.S. or the British.
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Addendum: Undercover Mall
by Ed Fraser

Great Britain, its Colonies and Dominions, to create a way around complete civilian mail
stoppage between combatants, as basically a humanitarian consideration (odd during
war, of course), officially authorized an int
forward mail into an enemy country, and use a neutral country address to receive any
replies. In Europe, the travel company Thomas Cook and Son was officially selected by
the British Government, and initially used Amsterdam, Holland as a neutral place f or
sending mail to Germany and occupied countries. After Holland was occupied, Thomas
Cook used Box 506, Lisbon, Portugal (and a few other boxes there).In North America,
Thomas Cook in Toronto, Canada, was authorized to forward mail for Canadians from
November 24, 1939, Canada having declared war on Germany on September 10, 1939,
two years before the United States. The Canadians used Box 252 at the Grand Central
Station, NY post office in the neutral U.S. (Of course, they could have used neutral Peru,
in theory, but the mail routing would have taken longer and cost more.)

While the Thomas Cook scheme was authorized by the British Government for people in
British areas, people in other countries apparently did learn of the service. Perhaps this
was from word-of-mouth, or the various announcements made in British publication s
and British official newspapers. There are reports in U.S. official censorship records
documenting that some letters were sent from, for example, Mexico, to Thomas Cook in




Figure 2
Front and back of August 1940 cover from Occupied Norway addressed to Box 252, Grand
Central Annex, New York. The U.S. did not arrival or transit cancel ordinary mail, nor did Canada,
at that time. The only clue that it went to Canada is the Canadian sealing tape (as used in
Ottawa). That was the clue that three decades after their usage led philatelists to the subsequent
identification of hundreds of these Box 252 covers - all Canadian censored and to different people
- and finally their Thomas Cook scheme story that philatelists had overlooked.

London to have them forward a letter into Nazi Europe per their Scheme. After U.S.

censorship initially held up such a letter, it was decided by U.S. censorship that since it

was not U.S. originated, the U.S. had no right to stop such a Mexican letter, and did mal

it onward. However, to date no collectors have reported finding such a cover, or any

examples of such mail usages from any country south of the U.S. in the Western

Hemisphere. (That happens to include British colonies as well, and the service was
undoubtedly openly announced in such places.). Examples may sit unidentified

somewhere, awaiting discovery. As you can see from Figure 2, addressed only to a
neutral country address from Norway with no
canbeallbut 1 mpossible to recognize a cover for
Contents might help, but without the cover coming from a known correspondence, it can

be a real challenge. Unfortunately, there are no lists of users of the service that have
beensavedi another limitation.

Sometimes one gets lucky, though. The Danish cover in Figure 3 has four different
censorings, but only the Denmark to Box 506, Lisbon travels are documented by
postmarks. The British censoring is understood to have probably been in London for
Box 506 addressed mail, but the specific details of where censor numbers were at
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