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It is with great pleasure that we introduce this 

new journal of Peruvian philately. I am calling it 

Trencito 2 in memory of our good friend, Bill 

Welch, who unfortunately did not live to see it. As 

many of you will recall, Bill began a small journal 

called Trencito with a five year run from 1987 to 

1992. The complete run may be found on the 

PPSC web page.  

Trencito 2 is an on-line journal largely de-

pendent upon its readers for frequency of publica-

tion and number of pages. Ours is a visual hobby 

so plenty of illustrations may be expected. For the 

last several years I have been building a virtual 

library of Peruvian philatelic material which I 

shall draw on from time to time. 

Please submit material—anything from the 

write up of a single cover to a question, preferably 

with an illustration. Please submit material in a 

word processing document with illustrations sepa-

rate. Electronic transmission is preferred. Send it 

to me at tpmphil@hotmail.com 

Please do not format your submissions.  Any 

formatting you do must be undone before I can put 

it in the journal. Footnotes are the biggest nui-

sance. If you are going to footnote please do not 

use MS Word’s footnoting format. It is very time-

consuming to convert it into a form that I can use.   

In the first issue I have drawn upon a number 

of on-line resources, mainly Google Books, for 

some of the articles that address the post office in 

Peru. I plan to continue doing so for these 

glimpses of the past provide the cultural context 

upon which our hobby is based.  

Editor’s Remarks ... 

It has been a tough time for Peruvian philat-

ely. Within the space of a few days we lost two 

of our leaders Aldo Salvatecci and Bill Welch. 

An obituary of Bill Welch reprinted from the 

Centre Daily Times on September 9 begins on 

page 3.  
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 William Lee Welch Jr. November 23, 

1941 - September 4, 2009 State College Mayor 

Bill Welch, 67, died at Milton S. Hershey Medical 

Center on Sept. 4, 2009.  

In his lifetime, he had 

three jobs, three daugh-

ters and an extra 16 

years, made possible by 

medical science and a 

kidney transplant from 

"donor daughter" Jes-

sica. When asked to run 

for higher office, he re-

fused. He often said that 

he was a public servant, 

not a politician, and 

State College was his 

home. For the coming election, he was nominated 

by both parties.  

Bill was born Nov. 23, 1941, in Philadelphia, 

where his father - later to become a well-known 

local family physician - was a medical student. At 

home, he saw public service by both parents, Wil-

liam Sr. and Betty Woomer Welch. Welch Pool is 

named for his father. On his father's side, Bill was 

a third-generation Centre Countian; on his 

mother's side, a seventh generation.  

A lifelong learner, Bill was a Class of 1959 

National Merit Scholarship finalist and a 1964 

Penn State graduate. John Barth, an advisor who 

would become a famous author, signed off on any 

Penn State course Bill fancied.  

After college, he was employed as a codifier 

of municipal ordinances, prior to his more than 20 

years, ending in 1985, at The Centre Daily Times. 

Under veteran editor Jerome Weinstein, Bill 

worked his way up to become executive editor and 

finally general manager. A wag, he once sent 

around a typed newsroom demand for additions to 

the former "Good Evening!" column "or I will 

shoot this dog." Of course, there was no dog. For a 

front-page story on a failed missile, he turned the 

missile's upward photo downward. His story on 

the closing of Hoy Brothers General Merchandise, 

328 W. College Ave., won a Keystone Press 

Award first place.  

From 1985 to 2001, the "self-confessed phi-

latelist" edited the monthly magazine of the lo-

cally headquartered American Philatelic Society 

as well as the American Philatelic Research Li-

brary's quarterly Literature Review. His scholar-

ship and wit continued in print. Once, for the 

magazine, he wrote what he realized was a haiku: 

"Philately is the apotheosis of the ordinary."  

While working for the APS, Bill served a 

term on State College Borough Council and, in 

1994, became the mayor. Among the many roles 

he took on and enjoyed were speaking at the Uni-

versity's convocation for incoming students and 

performing weddings and commitment ceremo-

nies. Whenever he spoke, he was brief and humor-

ous, yet he stayed focused on what he thought was 

good for the community in the long run.  

A true Renaissance man beyond the 2002 

honor by Penn State, Bill was a consummate sto-

ryteller and writer who loved football, military 

history, classic revenue stamps of Latin America, 

S. J. Perleman and other humorists, folk music and 

opera. He was known to tell stories in one of his 

"About Town" columns in the local Town&Gown 

magazine.  

Of his committee participation, the tip of the 

iceberg included the Community Diversity Group, 

co-chairmanship of the University and Commu-

nity Partnership United Against Dangerous Drink-

ing, the Central Pennsylvania 4th Fest board and 

the developing Discovery Space for three to 12 

year olds, to be located at 224 S. Allen St. He was, 

among other things, a life member of the Centre 

County Historical Society, a former board member 

of the Mt. Nittany Conservancy and the current 

convener of the Young Writers of America. He 

also belonged to the APS, the Mt. Nittany Phila-

telic Society, the Collectors Club of New York, 

the Royal Philatelic Society and other stamp or-

ganizations.  

He is survived by his first wife, H. Patricia 

Hurley of Wewahitchka, Fla.; his wife of 34 years, 

Nadine Kofman of State College; his daughters, 

Jennifer Theiss and her husband, Mark, of State 

College; Jessica Welch and her partner, Dana 

Guyer, of Bellefonte; Justine Mastin and her hus-

band, Eli, of Minneapolis, Minn., and by two 

granddaughters, Clarissa and Linden Theiss.  

Bill was the eldest of five children. His sib-

lings include James of Cambria, Calif.; Michael 

and his wife, Marcia, of Waukegan, Ill.; John Pat-
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When reviewing some early Peruvian cancels 

this past month I stumbled upon a small mystery. 

In my PERU – Cancellation Handbook 1858-

1873, 2009 Edition I included a listing of a quite 

scarce oval cancel (E class 3-Type 16) of YANA-

COA – in the district of CUZCO (district XVII) 

(fig. 1a). 

Somehow the town name was misspelled in 

my book (sorry!) and should have read 

YANAOCA (and correctly listed as a town in the 

District of Cuzco – southeast of Cuzco and south 

of where currently the roads 3S and 28 

meet).  Please see attached an image of a 

YANAOCA cancel on the 1 dinero red (Scott 

#12). I have seen some similar cancels in the past 

(mainly black & white images). 

Recently, I bought an oval cancel on the 1 

dinero red (Scott #12) (fig. 1b) with what I believe 

is a YANACOA cancel - please see attached. The 

l a s t  l e t t e r  o f  t he  c ance l  s e ems  

to be an A – however the name could possibly be 

abbreviated.  

The old Lamy & Rinck listed YANACOA in 

the Cuzco district. However, in my research so far 

I have not been able to locate a YANACOA in the 

Cuzco district, as well as, anywhere else in Peru.  

I communicated recently with Peru specialist 

Brian Moorhouse who came up with a possible 

explanation that the YANACOA cancel could be 

short for YANACOCHA which exists in several 

locations in Peru and according to him, most 

likely, could be located in the PASCO district 

which is an old gold mining area. 

Question – Has anyone seen any of the above 

cancels? If so, any ideas or comments as to 

YANAOCA or YANACOA or both?  

 

Erik Emsing 

eemsing@verizon.net 

 

Editor’s Reply 

According to the Directory of Cities, Towns, 

and Regions in Peru (http://www.fallingrain.com/

world/PE/), Yanaoca is a village in the Depart-

ment of Cuzco located at 14o 13’ South latitude 

and 71o 25” West longitude at an altitude of 3961 

meters. The population within a radius of 7 km is 

just 3716. The gazetteer contains no listing for 

Yanacoa. 

PERU – Cancel Mystery YANACOA or YANAOCA or both? 

Erik Emsing  

Fig 1. a) Yanacoa oval cancel; b) Yanaoca oval  

cancel 

                    A                                            b 

rick and his wife, June, of Lebanon, Pa.; Elizabeth 

Parker and her husband, Andrew, of Lake Jackson, 

Texas.  

A private family service will be held in the 

Pocono Mountains on Saturday at the home of 

Bill's favorite aunt, Janet Woomer Richards. A 

Celebration of Life will be held at the Penn Stater 

Conference Center Sunday, Sept. 13, from 1 - 3 

p.m. Beginning today, the public is also invited to 

share memories of Mayor Welch on a large me-

morial card in the lobby of the State College Mu-

nicipal Building, 243 S. Allen St. The card will be 

displayed at the celebration. In his memory, con-

tributions may be made to the Bill Welch Renais-

sance Scholarship, the Pennsylvania State Univer-

sity, 27 Old Main, University Park, PA 16802; or 

to the Discovery Space, P.O. Box 261, State Col-

lege, PA 16804. 

Published in Centre Daily Times on Septem-

ber 9, 2009 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Shortly before the fire alarm went off at the 

recent StampShow in Pittsburgh I purchased the 

cover shown in fig. 1 and elsewhere. I was imme-

diately drawn to the cover because of the lovely 

socked-on-the-nose Iquitos cancellation. Further 

examination revealed important information about 

the operation of the post in the selva (jungle) of 

northeastern Peru.  

The letter was addressed to La Hacienda 

Company of Buffalo NY which published a 

monthly Spanish and Portuguese language export 

magazine, covering all Spanish- and Portuguese-

speaking countries. The magazine was oriented 

toward agriculture, herding, and rural industries 

with advertising from small manufacturers of such 

products as marine engines, printing presses, hy-

draulic rams and pumping machinery, and even 

sporting goods. The company also was concerned 

with agricultural pursuits from bee-keeping to 

milk cattle. It published 

books such as Caracteres y 

particularidades de la buena 

vaca lechera (1915). 

    The letter is franked with a 

block of four 5¢ stamps of 

the 1909 series which cor-

rectly pays the 10¢ UPU rate 

plus the 10¢ registration fee 

but not the 2¢ Panama transit 

fee which would have been 

required if the letter had been 

carried to Lima and thence to 

the United States via Pa-

nama.  

   Further examination re-

vealed that the bottom line of 

the registration mark read 

Yurimaguas-Iquitos (fig. 2). 

Then as now Iquitos was the 

principal city in the Peruvian 

Amazon with a population of 

about 15,000 in 1914. It had 

been the important commer-

cial center during the rubber boom but by 1918 the  

boom had passed.  

Yurimaguas was much smaller but still im-

portant with an estimated population of 1500. In 

1913 it was on the postal route from Pacasmayo 

Fig. 3. Statement on the back flap stating that the let-

ter does not contain valuables and that it was mailed 

from Lagunas on 15 January 1918. Fig. 2. Registration mark from Yurimaguas—Iquitos. 

Fig. 1. Front of a 1918 letter from Lagunas  

to New York. 

From the Remote Peruvian Amazon in 1918 

Thomas P. Myers 
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via Cajamarca, Chachapoyas, and Moyobamba. 

Iquitos was on the Central route via Oroya, Tarma, 

and Pichis with mail dispatched twice monthly 

and taking an average of 29 days to reach Lima. It 

was also on the Pacasmayo route via Yurimaguas 

which required 45 days.1 

The same trail existed in Colonial times when 

Yurimaguas was counted among the estancias of 

Moyobamba. Pedro de Orsua had followed an ex-

isting trail from Moyobamba to Yurimaguas on 

the Huallaga at the beginning his ill-fated expedi-

tion to the Amazon in 1558.  

   Examination of the back flap reveals that 

the letter did not originate either in Iquitos or Yu-

rimaguas (fig. 3). Instead it originated in Lagunas. 

Now we are talking small! Lagunas had been es-

tablished by the Jesuits as the capital of their mis-

sions of Maynas which stretched well into Brazil. 

Peru owes her Amazonian territory primarily to 

the missionary efforts of the Jesuits. A receptoria 

was established at Lagunas on 12 December 

1913.2  A post was 

established from 

Yurimaguas to Iq-

uitos on 10 Septem-

ber 1914.3  

   On the back of the 

letter is a registra-

tion security seal 

characteristic of 

small offices (fig. 

4).4 

   Our letter might 

have traveled to 

Lima by either route. The fact that the Panama 

transit fee was not paid suggests that it did not.  

Instead it was carried from Lagunas to Iquitos, 

then down the Amazon to Belem do Pará in Brazil 

whence it was carried to New York. 

 Leaving Lagunas on 15 January, the letter 

traveled directly to Iquitos by steam launch where 

a circular date stamp was applied on 18 January 

(fig. 4) and the stamps were cancelled by the cir-

cular Iquitos mark that initially drew my attention 

to this letter.  

In 1918 the Iquitos Steamship Co., Ltd. was the 

only remaining carrier. It maintained two regular 

services from Iquitos: one to Liverpool and Conti-

nental ports, and the other to New York. Its last 

competitor, the Amazon Steam Navigation Co., 

with a monthly service between Iquitos and Para 

via Manaos, had gone out of business by the end 

of 1911.5 This reduction in service was in the con-

text of the collapse of the rubber boom. Steamship 

calls at Iquitos dropped from 54 in 1907 to nine in 

1914.6  

Unfortunately there are no transit marks to 

verify this letter’s trip down the Amazon. The next 

transit marks are from the registry division in New 

York on 29 March 1918, a total of sixty days in 

transit.  

Acknowledgements 

My thanks to Chuck Wooster and Henry Marquez who 
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End Notes 

1) Dirección General de Correos y Telegrafos 

(1913) Guia Postal y Telegráfica del Perú. 

PPSC web site. 

2) Boletin Postal y Telegrafico 190, p. 419. 

3) Boletin Postal y Telegrafico  195, p. 421 

4) Marquez, Henry (n.d.) The Peruvian Security 

Seal for Certified Mail of 1916. PPSC web site. 

5) Vivian, Evelyn Charles (1914) Peru, physical 

features, natural resources, means of commu-

nication, manufactures and industrial develop-

ment. D. Appleton & Company, NY.  

6) Santos-Granero, Fernando and Frederica Bar-

clay (2000). Tamed frontiers: economy, soci-

ety, and civil rights in upper Amazonia. 
Fig. 5. Circular date stamp 

applied in Iquitos on  

18 Jan 1918.  

Fig. 4. Security seal on back of envelope tied with Iq-

uitos circular hand stamps and Yurimaguas-Iquitos 

registration hand stamp.  
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The following excerpt comes from Peru 

physical features, natural resources, means of 

communication, manufactures and industrial de-

velopment by Evian Charles Vivian. Published by 

D. Appleton & Co., New York, 1914. It is avail-

able on Google Books. Incomplete sentences, etc 

are in the on-line original.  

———————————————- 

 

Peru belongs to the Universal Postal Union. 

The administration of the Post Office is sound and 

progressive, and the service, considering the im-

mense natural difficulties to be encountered, is 

good. There were in 1911 some 1,057 offices. 

Money Order and Parcels Post conventions have 

recently been arranged with Bolivia, the United 

States, England, France, Belgium, Germany, and 

Switzerland; and one for Parcels Post, alone, with 

Chile. Letters and parcels usually pass through the 

Lima Post Office, but those for the montaña dis-

trict go via Iquitos. The tables on the following 

pages give the charges for Internal and Foreign 

postage and telegrams.  

There are various routes: (1) via Southamp-

ton and Panama ; (2) via United States (by British 

and French packet via Panama ; by German packet 

via Buenos Aires and Andes). 

Letters.—2½d. for the first oz.; 1½d. for 

every succeeding oz. The value cannot be insured. 

Printed and commercial papers up to 4 lb. and 

samples up to 12 oz. ½ per 2 oz. 

Coin, gold, silver, precious stones, jewellery 

[sic], chemical and medicinal products are prohib-

ited. Dutiable articles are liable to confiscation. 

Correspondence for Iquitos and district, 

unless special instructions are given to the con-

trary, is forwarded, three times a month, via Bra-

zil. 

Parcels.—Routes: 

(1) P.S.N. Co. (47 days to Callao) )  

(2) R.M. Co., via Panama (30 days to Callao) 

J times monthly. 

(3) Iquitos Steamship Co. (about 8 weeks to 

Iquitos 

Not exceeding 3 Ibs., by (1) 2s.; 

by (2) and (3) 3s.; 7 Ibs., by (1) 

3s.; by (2) 4s. 6d.; by (3) 4s.; 11 

lbs., by (1) 4s.; by (2) 6s.; by (3) 

5s. The size must not exceed 3½  

ft. in length, breadth, or depth, or 

a combined length and girth of 6 

ft. The value cannot be insured. 

The same articles are prohibited 

as given above under " Letters." 

All parcels for department of Lo-

reto go via Iquitos; this direct 

service was established in 1912, 

such parcels having previously to 

go through Lima. 

The Peruvian Mails in 1914 

Evian Charles Vivian 

1914 letter from Tumbes to New York via Paita. 10¢ letter rate  

plus 2¢ Panama transit. 

 
Write for Trencito2 
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The following excerpt comes from Peru of 

the Twentieth Century by Percy Falcke Martin. It 

is available on Google Books. 

—————————————— 

In Peru no branch of the Peruvian public ser-

vice has been more radically reformed than this, 

and to-day the Postal Department is found to be 

among the most efficient of any in the Republic. 

Not only is correspondence faithfully and speedily 

delivered, but it is absolutely, and at all times, safe 

from pilfering or suppression, which is seldom, I 

fear, found to be the case in some of the smaller 

States, such as those of Honduras, Nicaragua, and 

in at least one of the larger—namely, that of Bra-

zil. 

Over so extensive a territory as that of Peru, 

the organization of a thoroughly efficient postal 

service has been a matter requiring much care, 

patience, and time, but it has been effected, and 

the results are entirely satisfactory. Pace has been 

kept with the rapid increase in the trade and popu-

lation of the country, and this expansion augments 

day by day. 

Although, by a special regulation of the Gov-

ernment, the receipts of the Post Office do not find 

inclusion in the General Revenue, in practice they 

are sufficient to meet all the ordinary expenses, 

while for the past five or six years they have 

yielded a considerable surplus. For some time pre-

viously the Peruvian Government had been in debt 

to the Postal Union in regard to its contribution; 

but so well have the affairs of the native postal 

arrangements been handled of late that every cen-

tavo formerly in arrears has long ago been cleared 

off. The steadily rising income derived from the 

sale of stamps, fees on parcels, extra postage upon 

correspondence, and commission upon money-

orders, now enables the Post Office to deal fully 

and without hesitation with all matters of expendi-

ture coming within its department. 

From 1900 to 1905 the total revenue from 

these different sources increased from £32,250 to 

£58,276, or an improvement of £26,026. When we 

remember that in 1898 the whole revenue scarcely 

exceeded £26,000, we see that in some seven 

years the income from these receipts has more 

than doubled. The total increase of mail-matter 

carried within this period (dating from 1901 to 

1905 only) was over 7,850,000 items. For the past 

year (1910) a further substantial increase has to be 

recorded, and the Government has been abun-

dantly rewarded by the results attending the in-

creased authorized outlay upon the Postal Service. 

Since July, 1910, more attention has been 

devoted to issuing postal statistics, and the depart-

ment charged with this work is now both well or-

ganized and well maintained. 

The administrative service is divided into 

different districts, or " Principal Post Offices," the 

most remote being at Pala, in the north, and close 

The Peruvian Postal Department in 1910 

Percy Falcke Martin, F.R.G.S. 

Fig. 1. Head Post Office in Lima is built of pure white 

stone with massive brass railings. 
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to the frontier of Ecuador. The most distant in the 

south are Desaguadero and Sama, upon the fron-

tiers of Bolivia and 

Chile. In the east 

there is a principal 

post office situated 

at Iquitos. There are 

now twenty-four 

principal offices in 

all, while fifteen 

years ago there were 

but seven for the 

whole of the Repub-

lic. Foreign money-

orders can be obtained for any of the European 

countries, the United States of America, and prac-

tically for all of the Latin-American States. 

The Head Post Office building in Lima 

(figs.1, 2) is a magnificent and ornamental struc-

ture of pure white stone, with massive bronze rail-

ings to the windows, and surmounted by imposing 

bronze statues. It is open to the public day and 

night and every day of the year, Sundays included. 

The clerks employed are male and female, and the 

public are treated with the utmost courtesy and 

consideration. 

The Parcels Post organization in Lima (the 

central office for all such items) is particularly 

efficient, the least possible trouble being given to 

those who either send or receive parcels; far dif-

ferent, indeed, to either Rio de Janeiro or Buenos 

Aires, where dispatchers or recipients of foreign 

parcels are regarded by the officials almost in the 

light of criminals, and are treated with about as 

much courtesy or consideration. A great improve-

ment in the Peruvian service was effected by the 

establishment of the principal office at Iquitos. It 

is now possible to conduct all business from that 

office direct with foreign countries, whereas for-

merly everything had to pass, for the purposes of 

Customs examination, through Lima. 

The Government, with the increased revenue, 

has consistently reduced the rates for postage, and 

has not sought to make the Postal Service a means 

of large profit. Such has been for many years the 

policy with the British Government. Another lib-

eral and sensible principle—one which it would be 

illusive to suppose our archaic postal authorities 

would ever adopt—is to carry all newspapers, 

whether political, scientific, commercial, or liter-

ary, free of charge within any portion of the Re-

public. I believe that the same regulations are 

adopted in Australia, Canada, and the United 

States, the Government thus increasing the utility 

Fig. 2. 1897 plate proof of 

the newly constructed Correo 

central.  

Fig. 3. Callao Post office in 1913. 

Correo central in 1918. Note the addition  

of street lamps at upper right.  
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of the press and affording at the same time a valu-

able impetus to local trade. So far from carrying 

trade publications free in Great Britain, our 

enlightened Government actually penalizes the 

owners by making them pay at higher rates than 

those charged upon ordinary newspapers. and en-

forcing harsh and unreasonable restrictions as to 

the exact proportions of reading-matter and adver-

tising-matter, the size and number of the supple-

ments, etc.—in a word, rendering as difficult and 

as onerous as possible the conducting of a trade 

publication, in contrast to the beneficent and dis-

criminating policy of Peru. 

Views of Lima past. 


