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16 June 1876, Paita - Bonn (Germany) 
Mailed at the British Consulate, which did not cancel the Peruvian stamp. The 
British external rate on letters via Panama of ls Sd = 1.70 francs was marked as a 
debit together with a big "T". In German currency this was equal to 1.40 Mark, 
and after adding the German GPU rate for unpaid letters of 40 Pfennig the total 
postage charged to the addressee became 1.80 Marks. 

16 December 1876, Arica - Genova (Italy) E 

_ . .. 

Mailed at the local post office, which passed the letter on to the British agency. At 
Panama the letter was transferred to the French mail to be carried by a steamer of the 
Ligne A from Colon to St-Nazaire. French external postage of 1.10 francs debited (in 
blue crayon, partly covered) . Italy then added its unpaid GPU rate of 60 centesimi to 
get the total of 1.70 lire (17 diecimD paid for by the postage due stamps. 
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British Consular Mail 

(27) August 1871, Callao - London (England) 
Mailed directly at the British agency in Callao, which cancelled also the Peruvian 
stamp. Postage to Britain was lowered from 2s to Is 6d per 112 ounce on 1 January 1870. 

10 October 1878, Callao - Richmond (England) E 
Postage to Britain from the West Coast of South America was lowered from Is 6d 
to Is per 112 ounce on 1 July 1878. An even lower rate of 6d per 1/2 ounce became 
available from 1 October for letters from Peru, but news of this change may not 
yet have reached Callao by the time this letter was mailed. 
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13 July 1878, Callao - Berlin (Germany) 

The British external rate having been lowered to lld. on 1 July, 
the 1/2 fully paid this letter to destination. 

13 December 1877, Callao - Florence(ltaly) 

I f ;1. pl"obo..b le H,aJ a... f'o.l", 
of 'Pe.V'l.(. vio.., a.d he~ ; ve., 

\, 0. v e. b~~V'I r~ovcd (,Iev~, 

2 x 5" ce",l-a..V'os. 

.. 
The sender had paid only 6d., While the rate to Italy was more. 
Thus the British agency marked the letter as Insufficiently Pre

paid, and noted the shortfall as l/ld 1/2. Logically, this should 
have entailed a British claim of lld.= lfranc 10 in additional pay

ment, and after adding 60 centesimi Italy should have charged 

17 diecimi postage due. However, London only claimed 5d. = 

= 50 centimes, and the final charge was 11 diecimi. 
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British Consular Mail 
A major improvement in the overseas mail service came in 1846, when the British Con
sular Mail system was extended to the West Coast of South America. The PS NC was 
given a contract for a monthly packet service between Valparaiso and Panama, and 
British mail agents were appointed in the major ports. From Panama there was a 
connection across the isthmus and then by mail steamer to England. The first mail by 
the new service departed from Callao 13 April 1846. 
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11 October 1846, Lima - Bordeaux (France) 
Although the British office at Callao was sen! handstamps from Loudon 
in time for the first packet sailing in April, there are apparently no 
examples recorded of their use earlier than from the October 1846 sailing 
of PSNC steamer "Ecuador" which carried this letter to Panama. Royal 
Mail steamer "Tay" then brought the mail to Southampton and the leiter 
was received in Bordeaux 15 December. Total transit time thus 65 days. 
Postage due on arrival was 20 ctecirnes, comprising 10 decimes for the 
British part (the accounting was at a bulk rate of 40 decimes/ounce) and a 
further 10 for the inland distance in France (weight, less than 7.5 grams). 
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The sailing packets 1844 - 46 

The French Consulate at Panama acted as a forwarding agent, to get the letters across 
the Isthmus to Chagres and then onward by the packets of the RM SPCD. However, any 
other agent could do this, prov ided that the sender had arnonged for it. To obviate the 
need for such private arrangements, the British Consul at Panama was instructed to 
perform the forwarding function and the cost included in the British postage from 
November 1845. 

\' , ; 

1 March 1846, Lima - Eynesse (France) 

I f ' .</ .' 

, From Callao to Panama by the "Josefina" on the last trip by one of the sailing 
. packets. This now had to be prepaid at 4 reales the single rate (charge mark at 

upper right). At Panama, the letter was not handled by the French Consulate, but by 
forwarding agent F.W.Byrne, who brought it to the British mail office (transit date 
20 April). It then arrived in Britain 7 June by the Royal Mail steamer "Tweed", 
together with letters that had left Callao by the first British mail on 13 April. The 
postage to be paid in France was 25 + 1 = 26 decimes, made up from 10 decimes foreign 
rate, 15 decimes inland rate (7.5 - 10 grams) and 1 decime extra for distribution 
outside the town of Ste-Foy, where the post office was • . 
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Britain paid for the mail transit across the Isthmus of Panama. This was 
a considerable expense, and in 1848 a new agreement provided for higher 
compens ation on mail forward ed to France. The accounting was to be at 
5/4 per ounce of unpaid letters, instead of 3/4 as for "ART. 13" letters. Special 
"PANAMA TRANSIT" marks were introduced to designate this type of mail. 

The service from Callao to Panama continued on a monthly basis until 1 April 
1852, when a new contract provided for two monthly packets. 

2 July 1851, Arequipa- Bordeaux (France) 

i .' 

.. 

Via the British agency at !slay, London and Calais. As there 

is no Peruvian postmark, the letter was probably sent under 
cover from Arequipa to !slay. 21 decimes uniform postage 

for a single Panama Transit letter paid in France . 



At first, the only full British mail agency in Peru was in the consulate at Callao . 
Thi s had special postmarks and could handle paid mail, while the other packet 
agents could only accept unpaid letters. In early 1851, the offices at Arico, 
Is lay and Paita were also given full postal status. In 1868, Iquiqe and Pisco 
were added. The Pisco agency was closed already after two years, but the other 

British agencies remained active until Peru joined the UPU in 1879. 

Before March 1858, Peru required no postage on leiters going overseas directly 

from a port. Such letters 'thus normally show no Peruvian postmarks in this 
period. As for the British postage, different rules applied for different countries. 
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12 October 1852, Lima - Bolton (England) 

.,.,. 
", 

I)] 
( , 

/ 

lIt (p 

J l Ii ' / 

t, .••• 

t . '~ . 

'"'.". 

Via Callao and London, Betore 1862, mail to Britain could only 

be sent unpaid. Postage was 2/- tor a single letter. 
Transit time 38 days. 
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British Consular Mail 
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(10) June 1846, Lima - London 
The letter is poslmarked 22 June 1846 at Panama (on the back) and endorsed 
"Forwarded from the British Consulate at Callao", which indicates that the 
letter was carried by PSNC steamer "Ecuador", leaving Callao on 11 June. It is 
notable, that the 2s charge for British postage was deleted again, probably on 
account of the "On Her Majesty's Service" inscription. 

10 August 1848, Lima - Chiilon sur Saone 
Britain paid for the mail transit across the Isthmus of Panama. This was a major cost 
and from 1 October 1848 a new agreement with France provided for a higher rate of 
compensation to Britain than for "ART. 13" letters. Special "PANAMA TRANSIT" 
marks were introduced to designate this category. This letter shows what must be the 
earliest use of this new mark (and, by mistake, also the old mark). In France, a higher 
rate of postage was now payable, reflecting the increased cost: 16 decimes for the 
foreign part, compared with 10 earlier, and 8 decimes for the inland distance. 

3.4.2 



British Consular Mail 
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(4) February 1849, Tacna - Danzig (Prussia) 
Peruvian postage paid from Tacna to the port of Arica. The British 
Consulate there could accept mail but had not yet been given a hand
stamp to mark it. A postage to Britan of 2s was indicated, but this 
was changed in London to 2s 10d, including the British and Belgian 
postage for onward transmission. Prussia converted this to 28 1/2 
Silver Groschen and then added a further 3114 Groschen to arrive at 
the total amount payable by the addressee, namely 31 3/4 Groschen. 
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5 November 1849, Arequipa - London (England) 

/ 

Carried privately to the port of Islay, where the British Consulate put it on the 
mail steamer. Just like Arica above, the Consulate at Islay was unable in this 
period to mark the letters; hands tamps were first received from London in early 
1851. The British agency at Panama applied the three-line transit mark to show 
that postage was due at the West Coast rate and not at the lower Panama rate. 
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British Consular Mail 
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26 July 1854, Lima - Genova (Sardinia) 
Fully prepaid at Callao (PD). In this period, prepayment was compulsory for letters to 
Sardinia via the British mail; the option of sending unpaid letters came only in 1857. 
The postage of 11s 4d was for a letter weighing 1- 2 ounces (four rates of 2s lOd). 
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11 July 1855, Lima - Bilbao (Spain) 
On letters to Spain, prepayment of the British postage was compulsory, but that only covered 
transmission to the Spanish frontier (PF). Postage was high, 4s 2d per rate, so on this letter 
two rates were paid (1/2 - 1 ounce). On arrival in Spain, 16 reales were charged additionally, 
which indicates 12 - 16 adarmes weight (about 3/4 - 1 ounce). 
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3 November 1852, Iquique - London (England) 

This leiter was put on board the PSNC steamer at Iquique, which until 1868 had only a 
packet agency with no postmark. The British office at Panama thus struck the three
line dated transit mark to indicate the origination, and London duly charged the 2s 
packet rate from the West Coast of South America. 

12 November 1856, Callao - London (England) 
Written on board a British warship at Callao, but apparently carried out of 
the mails to Panama. The Panama office first applied its transit mark, but 
deleted it again. The addressee thus had to pay only the 1s postage for leiters 
originating from Panama. (The contents of the leiter are of private nature.) 

-



British Consular Mail 

26 June 1857, Lima - Bilbao (Spain) 
In this case, the mark is that of partly paid postage (PP). British postage was paid at a 
single rate, while the Spanish charge of 12 reales indicates a somewhat higher weight 
(8 - 12 adarmes). The letter was mailed in Lima, but there was in this period no charge 
for the carriage to Callao for letters going abroad. The blue FRANCA mark was 
probably to show that a sum equal to the British postage had been paid. 

12 September 1859, Lima - Bilbao (Spain) 
By this time, there was a new postal convention between Britain and Spain which 
opened for full prepayment (PD). British postage 2s 6d paid from Callao, with 2d later 
credited to Spain. From March 1858, Peru required local postage on letters going overseas. 
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British Consular Mail 

6 October 1857, Tacna - Paris (France) 
Via the British agency at Arica. Peruvian inland postage 1/2 real paid at 
Tacna (Jess than 15leguas distance). Anglo-French accountancy at the 1856 
convention rate and 12 decimes postage charged in France. 
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7 September 1863, Tacna - Bordeaux (France) 
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Letter written at Tacna, but apparently carried privately to Arica. However, 
local postage was paid properly and the letter mailed at the Peruvian post 
office there, which passed the letter on to the British agency. Anglo-French 
accountancy at 1856 convention rate and 12 decimes postage charged in France. 
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British Consular Mai l 

13 December 1864, Lima - Genova (Italy) 
Backstamped at the British agency in Callao. The Italian single rate for unpaid 
letters from Peru arriving via France was now 14 diecimi (1.40 lire). 

I r 

27 September 1870, Lima - Genova (Italy) 
The Franco-Prussian war upset the traditional mail route from Britain to Italy, where 
France was an intermediary. Instead, closed bags were sent under a direct agreement, 
which means that no more AnglO-French accountancy marks occur on the letters, and 
also that a new set of rates applied. Briefly, in late 1870, there was a 2 Lire/IS grams 
rate (20 diecimi), but this was soon raised to 21 diecimi and then, from early 1871, to 23 
diecimi. The "180" in manuscript was the British debit on Italy (equal to Is 6d). 
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'itish Consular Mail 
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12 October 1857, Lima - Chiavari (Sardinia) 

The postal handling of this letter is unclear. The short transit time (36 days) 
shows that the it must have been carried to Europe by mail steamer, but ti,ere 
are no postmarks indicating origin or an intermediary. Despite this, the letter 
was charged 15 diecimi on arrival, which indicates that the letter was not 
carried privately and just mailed on arrival. A number of letters from Peru are 
known from the 1857 - 60 period, which all show this rate. 

27 November 1859, Lima - Genova (Italy) 
Even after Peru had made local postage compulsory for overseas letters, this was 
in practice often avoided by handing the letters in directly at one of the British 
agencies. Peru complained repeatedly about this practice and demanded that 
the foreign agencies should refuse letters not bearing Peruvian stamps. - Here is 
one such letter with no Peruvian postage paid, but backstamped at the British 
Consulate. Carried in the normal way via London and through France, the letter 
was charged 15 diecimi on arrival in Italy (see the above letter). I 
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lritish Consular Mail 

29 November 1862, Callao - Trieste (Austria) 
By British mail via London to Aachen and the via Wien. The British 
debit on Prussia was 2s 4d, which converted into 24 Silver Groschen. 
Internal postage for Prussia/Austria was an additional 3 Groschen and the 
resulting 27 Silver Groschen were then expressed as 1 Gulden 35 Kreuzer. 

SA~OV ~ 
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27 June 1863, Lima - Altona (Denmark) 
By British mail via London to Hamburg. The British debit had been reduced to 2s 3d 
from 1 January 1863, which converted into 23 Silver Groschen. Adding the Prussian 
postage of 3 Groschen gives the 26 shown in blue. This in turn was equivalent to 111 
Danish Skilling and with 4 Skilling local postage from Hamburg to Altona added, 
the total amount due was 115 Skilling. 
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British Consular Mail 
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21 December 1868, Tacna - Castillon s. Dordogne (France) 
Double weight postage, 2 dineros, charged in Peru and also on arrival in France, 
24 decimes. The British postal agency at Arica, through which this letter 
passed, had been destroyed in August 1868 by huge ocean waves caused by a major 
earthquake. This is the earliest recorded use of the new British datestamp that 
was sent from London as a replacement after the disaster. 

11 May 1872, Arequipa - Paris (France) 
Via the British agency at Islay. While postage to Britain had been reduced, the 
French rate on unpaid letters from Peru was raised to 15 decimes from :i. July 1871. 
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British Consular Mail 

7 July 1871, Tacna - Garlitz (Germany) 
Rates by British mail from Peru were lowered generally from 1870. The debit on 
this letter via the British agency at Arica was 1s Sd, and the total postage due 
in Germany 191/4 Silver Groschen. As those charges represent a single rate, the 
Peruvian postage appears to have been overpaid. 
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27 December 1871, Lima - Genova (Italy) 
Four rates of postage paid in Peru, with the stamps cancelled at the British agency in 
Callao. In Italy, the rate for unpaid letters via Britain was 2.30 lire since 1 January 
1871 and here five rates were charged = 11.50 lire. 
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Iritish Consular Mail 

13 June 1869, Lima - Antwerp (Belgium) 
The British debit on this letter is 2s Id (the Is Id was a mistake 
and was erased), which was equivalent to 25 decimes in Belgium. 
With another 2 decimes added for Belgian postage, the total for 
the addressee to pay became 27 decimes (red). 

14 June 1870, Callao - Trentemoult (France) 
The British accountancy rate on letters to France was reduced in September 1865 
from 2F87.5c to IF90c per 30 grams net weight, but the French postage on unpaid 
letters from Peru remained at 12 decimes the single rate. 
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The GPU period 
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(25) April 1877, Callao - London (England) 

For letters to Britain, GPU rules made no difference and the single rate remained 
at 1s 6d for several years. The letter here possibly originated from the British 
Consulate, as it shows no payment of Peruvian postage. 

Late 1878/early 1879, Lima Frankfurt (Germany) 
Apparently accepted by the British Post Office as a newspaper wrapper 
and fully prepaid at the 1d rate. The Sociedad Filotelica de Sud-America 
was formed in Lima in November 1878, which probably made it the first 
philatelic society in South America. The word PhilQtely was used instead 
of Philately by some groups in the early years of the hobby. 
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(12) May 1875, Callao - Keene (U.S.A.) 
The US 10 cents stamp was probably affixed at Callao to prepay the postage 
from Panama to New York, it is known that US stamps were available at the 
Consulate there. However, British postage had not been paid and the British 
office at Panama marked a debit of 12 cents. This amount was to be paid in 
specie, and the New York office translated that to 14 cents in currency. (The 
envelope is slightly reduced at the left, the manuscript marking originally 
must have been "14 cis Due".) 

13 September 1871, Callao - Walden (U.S.A.) 
The British postage on newspapers and similar printed matters had been 
lowered to Id in 1870. On this circular the British charge had been prepaid, 
leaving just tile 2 cents U.S. postage to be paid by the addressee. 



The cost of sending letters overseas fell, as British and other charges were r e
duc ed. Sometimes senders also saved money, because the British agencies 
did not always turn back letters lack ing the proper Peruvian franking. 

29 November 1861, Lima - Altona (Denmark) 

27 June 1863; Lima - Altona(Denmark) 
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Via Hamburg. The first letter shows a British debit of 2/4, which 

became 27 Silver Groschen including the German part. With the 
local rate from Hamburg to Altona, total postage to pay ended us 

119 Danish Skilling. - By 1863, the British debit had been lowered 

to 2/3, and the final postage then became 115 Skilling. 
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POSTMARKS OF THE BRITISH CONSULAR POST I 
OFFICE AT CALLAO, PERU 
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