
3.7 
German convention mail 

Peru's 1852 postal convention with Britain was left to lapse in 1857 and there never was 
a new one. There was thus never mutual recognition of prepayment between Peru and 
Britain until Peru joined the UPU if) 1879. With Germany, however, there was a conven
tion for that purpose, effective in early 1875. Under the terms of this convention, mail 
could be sent to Germany fully paid by Peruvian stamps, and also to some other countries 
by way of the German bags. 

The German convention letter rates (excerpt) 
Centavos per Letters destined for 
15 gram weight Gennany Italy etc. 

From Colon by German 
steamer via Hamburg 

From Colon by British 
or French steamers 

25 

30 

20 June 1878, Lima - Genova (Italy) 

30 

35 

Endorsed to go by German mail and prepaid at the convention rate of 35 centavos. From the 
date of departure it follows that the connection at Colon was with a French steamer rather 
than with the British Royal Mail steamer. The "St-Germain" of Ligne A left Colon 1 July 
and arrived at St-Nazaire 24 July. The envelope has an arrival backs tamp dated 27 July. 



The GPU attempt 

28 November 1878, Callao - Paris (France) 
Peru intended to join the GPU on 1 October 1878. In consequence, Britain started to apply its 
general GPU rate of 6d per 1/2 ounce to letters from Peru. However, there were delays and 
Peru continued the old system where inland postage had to be paid on the external mail. Here 
the sender had paid both the inland postage and the British GPU rate for a double weight 
letter, and the letter was thus carried to destination without further charge in France. 

Late 1878/early 1879, Lima - Frankfurt (Germany) 
Apparently accepted by the British post office as a newspaper wrapper and 
thus fully prepaid at the 1d GPU rate. The Sociedad Filotelica de Sud
America was formed in Lima in November 1878, which probably made it 
the earliest philatelic society in South America. The word PhilQtely was 
used instead of Phillltely by some groups in the earlyyears .of the hobby. 
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The GPU attempt 

9 January 1879, Callao· Paris (France) 
As Peru's GPU entry was repeatedly delayed, Britain reverted in late December 1878 to treat 
letters from Peru according to the rules for non·member states. Thus the 6d paid on this leiter 
was no longer enough. The British external rate was lId, so a 5d = 50 centimes debit was 
marked. Adding a French unpaid GPU rate, total postage due was 10 decimes (100 centimes). 
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23 February 1879, (Arequipa) • Mollendo· Hamburg (Germany) 
From Arequipa, but apparently mailed at the British agency in Mollendo, which did not 
cancel the Peruvian stamps. As the sender had only paid the British GPU rate, which was no 
longer valid, London marked a shortfall (in blue pen) of 100 centimes for a double weight. In 
German currency this was 80 Pfennig, to which the double German GPU rate of 40 Pfennig for 
unpaid letters was added. Total postage due was thus 160 Pfennig as marked in blue crayon. 
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The GPU period 
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25 September 1878, Lima· Paris (France) 
The British external rate from Peru was lowered 1 July 1878 to lld = 1.10 francs. 
Here is a double weight letter, with 20 centavos Peru postage and 2.20 as British 
debit. The French GPU rate for unpaid letters at this time was 50 centimes, so 
here 1 franc was added. Total postage charged in France 3.20 francs (32 decimes). 
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9 January 18979, Callao· Paris (France) 

Peru was to have joined the GPU on 1 October 1878 and on that date Britain lowered the letter 
rate from Peru to just 6d. Peru's entry was postponed, however, and in late December Britain 
reverted to the earlier lld external rate. As only 6d was prepaid, a debit of 5d = 50 centimes 
was marked. Adding the French 50 centimes, total postage due became 10 decimes. 



June 1879 - UPU 
Peru was an original signatory to the UPU treaty and was expected to be a member 
right from the start, on 1 April 1879. However, there were practical problems and it was 
on 12 June that a circular from Bern finally confirmed that Peru's membership had be
come effective. 

Under UPU rules, member states had to announce equivalent amounts in their own 
currencies to the international rates for letters, postal cards and printed matter. A 
problem for Peru was that these equivalents were in silver currency, while postage 'in 
practice was paid in paper currency which had deteriorated considerably in value. To 
avoid a large loss for the post office, new equivalents in paper currency were applied 
which led to higher rates. 

Peru's first mail rates to UPU countries 
Basic UPU Peruvian rates in centavos 
rates in Silver Cl!ITen<;y Paper Cl!ITen<;y 
rentimes Via Panama Other Via Panama Other 

Letter 25 
Postal card 10 
Printed matter 5 

11 
4 
3 

• At this time, Peru did not have any postal cards 

10 
3 
2 

Mid-April 1879, Peru - Welshpool (England) 

27 24 
• • 
8 5 

In Peru, UPU membership was taken for granted from 1 April and the new tariff 
for external mail was applied from that date. On this letter, the sender had only 
put a 10 centavos stamp, leaving a shortfall of 17 centavos. Following the rules of 
the UPU system, the Peruvian exchange office stamped a T mark and indicated 
the shortfall in French currency, which was 35 centimes. Normally, Britain 
would then have charged double this amount - 70 centimes or 7 pence - in postage 
due. However, as Peru was not yet effectively a member, Britain disregarded the 
stamps entirely and charged its full rate for letters from non-member countries on 

• the West Coast of South America, which was 1 shilling. 
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June 1879 -UPU 
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21 May 1879, Lima - Darien (U.S.A.) 
This letter was franked with 27 centavos, in accordance with the new Peruvian 
tariff, but no new arrangements having been made yet, it was still handled by 
the British Consular mail office at Panama according to the old rules. The letter 
thus received a British transit mark (dated 1 June 79) and a debit mark for 12 US 
cents. The addressee was finally charged 17 cents in postage due, including 5 cents 
for the US international rate. 
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17 May 1879, Tacna - Welshpool (England) 
Apparently same sender as the April letter. Here he had learned the new tariff 
and applied 27 centavos postage (with a bisected 5 centavos stamp used for 2 
centavos). The letter passed Lima 21 May and was thus included in the same 
mail as the above letter. At Panama, the British office again applied a transit 
mark, but the question of a charge did not arise as the letter was to continue in 
the British mail. By the time the letter then arrived in Britain, Peru's UPU 
membership was a fact and the senders prepayment was duly recognised. 
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June 1879 - UPU 
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10 September 1879, Arequipa 0 Langmeil (Germany) 
A double weight letter, requiring a prepayment of 2 x 27 = 54 centavos. Sent via 
Panama as before, but no longer showing any British transit postmark. 

----
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25 July 1879, Lima 0 Paris (France) 
Apparently used as a wrapper for a newspaper. Printed matter rate of 8 centavos paid. 
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June 1879 - UPU 

The Universal Postal Union (UPU) replaced the GPU on 1 April 1879. Peru was 
among the signatories to the UPU-agreement, but was not able to fulfil all 
required conditions on that date. By mid-June all was ready, however, and Peru 

became a full member of the Union. 

25 June 1879, Lima - Paris (France) 

" 

An early example of an overseas letter fully prepaid with Peruvian 

adhesives only. Peru's stated UPU-Ietter rate via Panama was 

12 centavos silver money, but due to a deterioration in the value 

of the paper currency a rate of 27 centavos was required in 

practice, until special silver currency adhesives for foreign mail 

were issued in January 1880. 

Th e 12- centavo rale was made up in the following way: 
Basic UPU-rate 5 c 
Maritime surcharge 5 c 
Panama surcharge 2 c 


