
PERU 1826-1879 
THE POSTAL RATES 

This exhibit shows the development of the postal rates for letter mail in Peru, 
beginning in 1826 with the first .new tariff after independence and going until 
1879, the year when Peru joined the UPU. Three broad areas are covered: the 
inland mail, the mail exchange with neighbouring countries and the overseas mail. 

- INLAND MAIL. Each of the different rate regimes from 1826 to 1879 is covered 
in some detail, with letters of varying weights and going different distances. In 
addition to the general rates there were also special rates for some services, such 
as mail between Lima and her port Callao or mail carried entirely by train. 
Separate sections show the treatment of shortpaid and unpaid letters, and the 
handling of official mail and registered letters. 

- MAIL EXCHANGE WITH NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES. Before independence 
Peru was part of the same Spanish Colonial mail system as Bolivia, Chile and 
Ecuador. After independence, separate postal systems were esta~lished and the 
question asked in this study is how the tariffs of the sending and the receiving 
country interacted. Could mail be sent fully prepaid or wholly unpaid, or were 
sender and recipient both required to pay part of the postage? The rules changed 
over time, until postal conventions based on the concept of mutual recognition of 
prepayment were ratified. 

- OVERSEAS MAIL. The first section covers the incoming mail, on which Peru 
charged some postage during most of the period studied. This is followed by the 
outgoing mail from the early years, when private ships were the only means.of 
sending overseas mail and the services of forwarding agents were often required. 
A major section is devoted to the British Consular mail service, which started in 
Peru in 1846 and continued until the country joined the UPU. Mail to the USA 
merits a section of its own, because of the special rules governing mail exchange at 
Panama. In addition to these major sections, two special topics are illustrated: the 
French effort 1872-74 to establish a mail service in competition with the British, 
and the alternative provided by the 1875 postal convention between Peru and 
Germany. The exhibit ends with the treatment of mail in the transitional period 
beginning in the autumn of 1878 when Peru attempted to join the GPU and 
ending in June 1879 when Peru's UPU membership finally was effective. 

The exhibit has been developed largely on the basis of personal studies. Particular 
research efforts concern the succession of tariffs in the prephilatelic period, the 
1849 FRANCA label used between Lima and Callao, the sailing packets in 1844-
1846 and the depreciated currency tariff used in the early months of Peru's UPU 
membership. 

In a study of this type, some rates will turn out to be quite elusive, with examples 
of their use only rarely seen. The sailship rate of the 1850's, the local letter rate in 
Lima and the German convention rate are such cases. 
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Figure 1. Peru before the Pacific War. 
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Peruvian units 

For distance: 
1 legua = ca 5 kilometres 

For weight: 
1 onza = 29 grams 

For currenc;y: 
1 Peso = 8 reales 

1 Peso = 5 pesetas = 
= 10 dineros (1857) 

1 Sol (Peso) = 100 
centavos (1863) 



The 1 January 1826 tariff 
Peru's independence from Spain was dec lared on 28 July 1821, but the postage on 
letters ' remained unchanged from the colonial period for several years. The first 
new tarift adopted by the republican government came into force 1 January 1826. 
Previously, there had been separate tables stating the rates between post offices 
along each of the main post roads from Lima, but now there was one unified 
national tariff where rates depended on the measured road distance. 

• 

The 1 Ianuary 1826 tariff: letter mail rates in reales 
Letter weil:ht in onzas 

Land distance 
inleguas 

Single, Double, 
less than U2 U2 to 3/4 

Triple, 
314 to 1 

Heavier, 
peronza 

Within area of 
one main post office 
Outside, up to 100 
100 - 200 
200 - 450 
450 - 900 
900 -

2 21/2 
2 1/2 3 

3 3112 
3 1/2 4 

4 41/2 
4 1/2 5 

12 January 1826, Cuzco - Arequipa 

3 1/2 
4 1/2 

5 
6 
7 
8 

The distance along the post road was 95 leguas, which required 21/2 
reales postage for a single letter. In this case, the charge came out 
the same as it had been under the colonial tariff . 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

1.1 
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1.2 
The September 1826 tariff 

The government soon felt the need to raise more revenue from the post office. 
A new tariff, with higher charges throughout, was adopted already in September 
1826. These new rates then remained in force basically until the end of February 
1851. However, there were two short periods when other tariffs, with lower rates, 
were in force: once in 1836-39 and then again in 1839-40. 

The September 1826 tariff; letter mail rates in reales 
Letter weight in onzas 

Land distance Single, Double, Triple, Heavier, 
inleguas less than 112 112 to 3/4 3/4 to 1 per onza 

up to 50 2' 112 3 41/2 6 
51 - 100 3 3112 5 7 
101 - 200 31/2 4 6 8 
201 - 450 4 41/2 7 9 
451 - 900 41/2 5 8 10 
above 900 5 6 9 12 

6 December 1826, Tacna - Arica 
2 1/2 reales was now the lowest charge. The distance was only 12 leguas . 



September 1826 tariff 1.2.2 
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10 March 1827, Cuzco - Arequipa 
3 reales, single rate postage for a distance of 95 leguas . 

. -

. ' 
10 July 1832, Cuzco - Arequipa 

A prepaid (FRANCA) letter, paying double rate postage, 3 1/2 reales . • 



September 1826 tariff 
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4 March 1827, Lima - Arequipa 
4 reales, single rate postage for a distance of 224 leguas. 

J7;0 
~~~v~1 

~~ 

~~ 
19 November 1932, Lima - Arequipa 

4112 reales, double rate postage. The endorsement "Con impresos" means 
that newspapers (which were free of postage) accompanied the letter . 

1.2.3 



September 1826 tariff 
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Republic of Peru: a signed receipt for transit letters being forwarded 31 July 1834 from Trujillo 
to Huamachuco. The document m entions 7 letters with a total postage of 2 pesos 11/2 reales, 
which indicates that they were all single rate letters with a rate of 2 1/2 reales . 

1.2.4 
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1.3 
North and South Peru 

Political conditions in newly independent Peru were unstable and by 1836 a stage was 
reached when the country had split into two separate states, North and South Peru. Each 
state handled its own postal affairs, so during this period there were two separate 

postal administrations in Peru. The two states were re-united in 1839. 

Postal rates in North and South Peru 
The government of North Peru, in Lima, decreed in September 1836 that the mail 
rates should revert to those th~t were in force in 1821, i.e. the rates from the 
Colonial period. Observed charges on letters also seem to agree with this. 

No similar decree is known from South Peru, where Arequipa and Cuzco were the 
main centres. It is clear from covers seen, however, that the rates were different 
both from those in unified Peru and from those of the Colonial period. 

One effect of having different rates was that the charge on letters between the 
two states depended on in which direction they were being sent. 

4 January 1839, Lima - Arequipa 
It is known that rates for letters between Lima and Arequipa were not identical in North and 
South Peru, so the charge depended on the direction. The single rate was 3 reales in both 
cases, but for this unpaid double rate letter South Peru charged 4 reales on arrival, while the 
charge under the Colonial tariff used in North Peru would have been 3 112 reales . 



North Peru 
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31 July 1837, Pisco - Lambayeque 
A prepaid letter between two places in North Peru. The rate of 3 
reales for a single letter appears to agree with the Colonial tariff. 
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1838, Trujillo - Huamachuco 
Huamachuco is on a side road inland from Trujillo, and the charge 
of 2 reales for a single letter agrees with the Colonial tariff . 

1.3.2 



North Peru 1.3.3 
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ESTA.DO NORT.PERUA.NO. 

ADMINISTRACION DE CORREOS DE S SENOR ADMINISTRADOR DE 
(LOS DE 

Dirijo Ii U. las correspondencias, certificados y encomiendas que han ocurrido para 
esa, y con distincion. Son, Ii saber: 

- -
P AGO CON CARGO A ESA AMDlNISTRAClON. FRANCAS. 1 

UMERO. I CLASES. I PRECIOS. I VALOR. NUMERO. I VALOR. 

'7 Sencillas .•••.• ~ ..:J .. It? 4 ,,-, 4} 
DobIes ..•••.•. .. 

j Triples ••••.•• · . 
Pliegos •• ••••• · . 

II Para otras cajas. · . 
De idem idem .. · . II 

--- -----'-
~ Total ......... · . -- I . , 

Hacen pesos .•• .. --- ....... -

North Peru: a manifest for a mail from Huarmey to Lima, dated 4 January 1838. The document 
lists 5 unpaid ("de pago") single letters at 3 reales each for a total of 15 reales, and also 3 
prepaid ("franca") letters at 3 reales each, for a total of 9 reales. 



South Peru 
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24 December 1836, Cuzco - Arequipa 
Cuzco and Arequipa were both in South Peru. The charge for a single letter over this 
road (a distance of 95 leguas) was now 2 reales, compared with 3 reales under the 
September 1826 tariff and 2 1/2 reales under the Colonial tariff . 

• , 

25 August 1838, Cuzco - Arequipa 
This letter originally had two other letters enclosed and was charged with a double 
rate. In the South Peru period this amounted to 3 reales . 

1.3.4 



South Peru 

48 

-
2S August 1837, Islay. Arequipa 

Islay and Arequipa ~ere both in South Peru, and a single rate postage of 11/2 reales 
for this road (a distance of 30 leguas) was lower than any rate in the Colonial tariff. 

. , 
). V : ,f' 

29 April 1838, Islay. Arequipa 
Heavy letters apparently cost 4 1/2 reales per onza over this road in the South Peru 
period. On this letter a weight of 11/4 onza is marked, and a charge of 6 reales. 

1.3.5 



South Peru 1.3.6 

ADMINlS'fRACION i>ftij\' elt'lW. Dg CORREOS ~ SENOR ADMINISTRADOR ~tA--~ 
~~ ~c5oMt!{3~ 5 DE LOS DE ~-t~-<..LJ 

I 

Dirijo a U· las correspoGdencias t certi fi c a do~, y eneomipndas , que 
han ocurtido para eS3, . y con dlstillciou- S OD. a BiSber 

DE PAGO C ON C.l.RGO A E8A ADIIINIST~AC[( · lf. I DESCA RGO F RANCAS. 
P O R i:81.'R A. 

Num. / Clases. / preeiOs. \ Va lor. VAOANTEd.INurn. 1 Valol'. 

1 () Sencilla .......... & 2- - Zo If ~ -z. 
Dobies . : . . . .... . ... a I Triples . . .... .... .... .. .. .... it 

c;'fC I P liegos con ·lJ:; i. t; -
I:: 

-"'2. • 
1 Id. con reb.ja -- ~ -4rJ 

P ara otras cajas eQ 

De otra. caj. . en !,=:-z -1'2.. Total ...... .. .......... 7t/:f 
Haeen pesos •••• ~114/';" 1---

IIlterviene, 

South Peru: a manifest for a mail from Arica to Tacna, dated 30 January 1838. The document 
lists 10 unpaid and 1 paid single letter at 2 reales, 1 unpaid letter weighing 1 3/4 onza with a 
charge of 8 1/2 reales and 1 unpaid heavy letter with a rebated postage of 48 reales. 



The September 1826 tariff again (I) 
It is not known exactly when the division into two separate postal administrations was 
ended. There are indications, however, that the tariff from September 1826 was again 
used in the area of South Peru a few months before there was a changeover also in the 
area of North Peru. 
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19 April 1839, Lima - Arequipa 

This triple rate letter shows clearly that the previous tariff had been restored. Postage 
would have been 6 reales under South Peru rules and 5 reales according to the Colonial 
tariff which was used in North Peru. Only the September 1826 tariff called for 7 reales. 
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25 April 1839, Cuzco - Arequipa 
The single rate letter, which in the South Peru period had cost only 2 reales, now 
required 3 reales postage again for Ule 95 leguas distance under the restored tariff . 

1.4 
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1.5 
The "Huancayo" tariff of 1839 

Soon after the September 1826 tariff had been re-established, it was once more re
placed. During a session of Congress, which was held in the town of Huancayo, a new 
tariff with much lower rates was adopted in October 1839. The new rates were to apply 
in Limo and in the Junin deportment (where Huancayo wos) from 1st November and in 
the rest of the country from 1st December. However, the period with these low rates 
was soon ended. Already in January 1840 a decree was issued in Limo to re-instate 
again the tariff from September 18?6. 

The "Huancayo" tariff of 1839: letter mail rates in reales 
·Letter weight in onzas 

Land distance Single, Double, Triple, 
in lWas less than 112 1/2 to 3/4 3/4 to 1 

up to 10 112 112 1 
11 - 50 1 1112 2 
51 - 100 1112 2 2 1/2 
101 - 200 2 21/2 3 
201 - 300 2112 3 31/2 
above 300 3 4 5 

r 

I cz!rr~Cl~~' 
&n~. 

2~ ·~~ 
4 January 1840, Lima .. Arequipa 

Heavier, 
per onza 

1 1/2 
2 1/2 

3 
31/2 

4 
6 

A postage of 2 1/2 reales now was sufficient for a single rate letter going all 
the way from Lima to Arequipa (224 leguas), whereas under the previous 
tariff it had applied only to the shortest distances, up to 50 leguas. 



"Huancayo" tariff of 1839 

., 

13 November 1839, Casma - Lima 
A prepaid letter with the charge noted in manuscript as "1 rl y 1/2", i.e. 1 1/2 
reales. This was now single rate postage for the distance, which was 70 leguas. 

-

c!/)/#J ttJ.!/ (/;JJ#//c/ /I/p##:n; ~'y/~(? 
/Jt1/p 0 

1 IInrfN 

1839, (France) - Islay - Arequipa 
This letter originated from France, but entered the mail system on arriving at Islay in 
Peru. A postage of just 1 real for the 30 leguas distance indicates that the letter must 
have arrived in the short period of the "Huancayo" tariff. A little earlier or a little 
later, and the required charge would have been 2 112 reales . 

1.5 .2 
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The September 1826 tariff again (II) 

;<\. 
-

March 1840, Moquegua - Tacna 
The distance between these two towns is 30 leguas. A charge of 2 112 reales 
would under the "Huancayo" tariff have paid for a letter weighing a full onza, 
but now this had become only the single rate postage under the restored tariff. 

A ~~l./////~ 
-/~ond/// J?/anr 
;J~fu~a- (:?~e~) 

1845, (France) - Arica- Arequipa 
This letter originated from France, but entered the mail system on arrival 
at Arica in Peru. It was then sent via Tacna to Arequipa, a distance of 92 
leguas. It looks as if at first a charge of 4 1/2 reales had been marked, but 
had then been changed to 3 1/2, which was the proper postage for a 
double rate letter. Possibly, the error arose because the clerk first thought 
that the letter had come via Lima? 4 1/2 would then have been right. 

1.6 



September 1826 tari ff again (II) 

• 

26 May 1850, Lima - Trujillo 
There was in this period only one steamer per month carrying mail along 
the coast north from Callao. This letter was sent by land mail in the 
middle of the interval between two such steamers. The distance by road 
being 115Ieguas, a single letter cost 31/2 reales. 

ca 1845, Lima(?) - Arequipa 
This lettersheet is undated, but the black mark of the PSNC steamer places it in the 
1842-1846 period. It was likely carried by the steamer from Callao to Islay and then 
by land mail to Arequipa. Separate charges for the steamer and for the land 
carriage are marked and point to a letter weighing between 3/4 and 1 onza. For the 
steamship, this meant a double weight and thus a charge of 2 reales. For the land 
mail, it was a triple weight, which cost 4 112 reales for the 30 leguas distance . 

1.6.2 



Lima - Callao In 1849 
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'----------------~ 

28 June 1849, Callao - Lima 

f 

Ll'1 
i \ 

In 1849, the mail service between Lima and Callao was reorganised. Six daily mails 
were established and a special rate structure was adopted, where letters up to 1 onza 
paid 1 real and those weighing 1 - 4 onzas paid 2 reales. - This letter was sent by the 
mail at 7 a.m. ("a las 7") and was light weight so it must have paid only 1 real. 

U t'L CU.I.U • 
. \ UYl 

9 May 1849, Callao - Lima 
The special DEL CALLAO/A LIMA (From Callao to Lima) mark is known only from letters in 
1849. The error OEL appears only for some days in May. - This letter, had some enclosures and 
was charged 2 reales postage. It too was sent by the 7 a.m. mail ("Correo a las siete"). 

1.7 



1.8 
The 1 March 1851 tariff 

Steamers of the Pacific Steam Navigation Company (PSNC) operated in Peru si nce late 
1840 and had a British mail contract from 1846. In early 1851, the Peruvian Post Office 
also made a contract with the Company, covering inland mail and mail to the neighbouring 
countries. As a consequence, the Post Office introduced a separate "steamship postage" 
for letters leaving from or arriving in any port in Peru by steamship (except letters for 
overseas), which had to be paid in addition to the charge forland transmission. A new 
tariff, which also included new land mail rates, was effective 1 March 1851. Special post
marks with the word VAPOR (steamer) were used to show when the new charge applied. 

Th!: 1 Mar!;h 18:21 tariff: Qv!:rland leti!:r mail rat!::> in r!:al!::> 
Lf!!er weil:h! in 2nz~~ 

Land distance Single, Double, Triple, Heavier, 
inl~M less than 112 1I2!23/4 3/410 1 P«2nza 

up to 15 112 1 1 1/2 
16 - 25 1 11/2 2 1/2 
26 - 50 1112 2 4 
51 - 100 2 3 4 1/2 
101 - 200 3 4 5 1/2 
above 200 3 1/2 4 1/2 6 

Steamship postage: 1 real per 1/2 onza, both inwards and outwards. 
On letters going by steamer between two ports in Peru the outwards charge must 
be prepaid, while the inwards charge and any land mail postage can be left for 
the addressee to pay. 

10 August 1851, Lima· Arequipa 

2 
4 
6 
7 
8 
9 

A fully prepaid steamship letter from Lima. A total postage of 3 1/2 reales, 
comprising 1 real outgoing steamship postage, 1 real incoming steamship postage 
and 11/2 reales for 30 leguas land distance from the port of Islay to Arequipa. 



March 1851 tariff 

25 January 1854, Callao - Trujillo 
Here, the sender paid only the outgoing steamship charge of 1 real, leaving 
another 1 real for the addressee to pay. As Trujillo was close by the port of 
Huanchaco, no additional land mail charge was required. 

. / 
,lJi / Q «~/.' 

I 
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11 April 1857, Lima - Trujillo 
A letter weighing 3/4 onza required two rates of steamship postage, 4 reaIes in all. The 
sender paid the outgoing 2 reales and the other 2 reales remained for th.e addressee. 

1.8.2 



March 1851 tariff 

30 April 1853, Trujillo - Lima 
Even after the steamship mail contract of 1851, a land mail service was operated 
between Lima and towns along the coast to the north. A single rate letter from Trujillo 
(115 leguas) cost 3 reaIes when sent this way, i.e. more than by steamship. 

~~~. 

~~//4!-/ ~~/?~~aP. 
/~\. . . 

5 November 1857, Tacna - Arequipa 
This letter was apparently carried privately to Arica and mailed by steamship from 
there. With a weight of 11/4 onza, three rates of steamship postage were required, 6 
reales. The land carriage from the port of arrival, Islay, to Arequipa cost further 7 
112 reales for a total of 13 112 reales. Of this amount, the sender paid 3 reales 
(outgoing steamship postage), while the addressee had to pay the remaining 10 1/2 
reales. 

1.8.3 
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March 1851 tariff 

• 

Ca1856, Piura - Paita 
The front of an unpaid letter, charged single rate postage of 1/2 rl 
for the 14 leguas distance. Piura is the only Peruvian post office 
where the existence of an UNPAID ("DEBE") handstamp has been 
recorded. Possibly, there was some influence from nearby Ecuador, 
where such postmarks were common. 

-
I 

3 January 1854, Callao - Lima 
A letter endorsed to go by an early morning train ("a las 7"). The charge of 1 real represented 
postage for a double letter. The railway between Lima and Callao had been opened in 1851 . 

- - - - - - - ----- --- - - -

1.8.4 



March 1851 tariff 

I 

II 

18 January 1858, Lima - Pasco 
In Lima and a few other places special hands tamps were used in this 
period on unpaid land mail letters, where the name of the originating 
office was combined with the amount of postage due. Here, the 
postage due was 2 reales for a distance of 53 leguas. 

May 1853, Lima - Pataz 
Here, the postal charge was 3 reales, a single rate for the 173 leguas distance. 

1.8.5 



March 1851 tariff 
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ca 1855, Lima - Cajamarca 
The manuscript note "correos" indicates that this letter was intended to be sent by 
overland mail all the way. The charge of 4 reales fits with this; it was the cost 
of a double weight letter over this distance, 158 leguas. 

19 July 1854, Tacna - Lima - Huancayo 
This letter was first addressed to Lima, travelling by s teamer from the port of 
Arica. The addressee was not there, however, so the leiter was put in the mail 
again to Huancayo, a land distance of 60 leguas. The sender had paid only the 
outgoing steamship postage, which left 1 1/2 reales to be paid in Lima (Ule 
crossed-out charge). Sending the letter to Huancayo cost another 2 reales • 

1.8.6 
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SE';;OR ADMINISTRADOR /~.l1 
DE LOS DE ~1Ic& 
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Dii'ijo a V d. las correspondencias, 
para esta...y con distincion 

certificados y encomiendas q e han ocurrido 
Son a saber 

-----~------------------.-----J (_~ P GO CON CARGO A ESA ADMI~ISTRACION. FnAl\'C"8. I 
:;~ ~fficil1::',,~ ... ~ ,:";'? ".... I uw' 

7 DobIes ....... . ..... .. a 6 ., " $' ~ I 
7 Triples ........ . ...... a g- ,. " ~ b . 
<; Pliegos can . . ' . ... a 

.I Idem con rebaja " 

Para otras cajas en 

2 De otras cajas en ... 

I' De olicio en.... .. . 
--'-----j 

j 1. I) Total. ..... .. ... .. 

Haeen pesos ........ . 

i 9, P A QUETES IMPRESOS. 

Reciba de Certilieado 

Jose Ciriaco Gal·cia. 
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Porte de Vapor: a manifest for a mail from Arequipa to Lima, dated 5 September 1855. The document 
lists 325 unpaid letters, with a total postage of 2,123 reales = 265 pesos 3 reales. The rates shown for 
single, double and triple letters include both the steamship postage and the land mail postage. 
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March 1851 tariff 
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30 June 1854, Moquegua - Lima 

"t1" 
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The letter was written in Moquegua, but apparently mailed from Arequipa where the 
full 3 1/2 reales postage to Lima was prepaid. There is a manuscript notation reading 
"con 2 rl pa el Vapor" , which means "with 2 reales for the steamer". Arequipa had 
special hands tamps for the paid and part unpaid rates to Lima (see also below). The 
meaning of the letter N in these marks is not known. 

19 May 1854, Arequipa - Lima 
Here, the sender paid only the outgoing steamship postage. This left 2112 reales 
to be paid by the addressee, as shown by the special Arequipa hands tamp mark. 
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Special rates of the 1850'5 

25 March 1855, Iquique - Tacna 
This letter was sent by sea from Iquique to Arica and fuen sent on inland to Tacna. 
Unusually, it was carried by a sailship (fue "Chincha") rafuer fuan by steamer. 
The 1851 tariff had a separate sea mail charge for letters arriving by sailship: 
1/2 real for the single letter, 1 real for fue double letter, etc. The total postage 
due here was 1 real, comprising the 112 real sailship letter charge and 1/2 real 
for fue overland distance. By steamer, the postage would have been 2 1/2 reales. 

-

'. , 

21 February 1857, Arica - Lima 

-

The British Consular mail offices were not supposed to handle domestic mail, but 
fuis letter appears to be an exception. The VAPOR mark belongs tofue Peruvian post 
office in Arica, but fue datemark is that of fue British office. It thus appears fuat 
fue sender paid fue Peruvian outgoing steamship postage, but fuen managed to have 
his letter carried to Lima in a British mail bag rafuer fuan in the ordinary Peruvian 
mail. Possibly, this was because of fue diplomatic status of fue addre3see. 
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Handstamp postage marks 
In the 1850 's . some Peruvian post offices began to use nicely elaborated hands tamp 
markings to show the amount of postage on the letters. In a limited way these 
handstruc k marks can be seen as forerunners to the adhesive postage stamps. 

2 reales, from Cuzco. 

2112 reales, from Arequipa. 



Registration 
The tariff ot September 1826 set a registration fee of " reales tor inland letters weighing 
less than one onza and 8 reales tor all heavier ones, payable in addition to ordinary 
postage. This remained unchanged until March 1851. 

Colonial practice was that the recipient of a registered letter signed the outer sheet, 
which was returned to the originating post office and retained as proof of delivery. This 
system was continued in independent Peru throughout the period covered in this exhibit. 

., 

20 August 1833, Lima· Moquegua 
The prepaid cost of this letter was 8 reales, comprising 4 reales postage for 
a single rate letter going 201 • 450 leguas and 4 reales in registration fee . 
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Registration 

By the tariff of March 1851, the fee for registration was reduced to 3 reales for letters 
weighing less than one onza and 6 reales for heavier ones. It made no difference 
whether the letter was sent by land mail only or by steamer also. 

The letter shown here was registered and sent abroad, but it is not known how this 
may have worked. Possibly, registration only covered the handling within Peru. It can 
be noted, that in this case there is no signature by the recipient. 
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6 December 1855, Arequipa - La paz (Bolivia) 
The prepaid cost of this letter, which originally had some 
enclosures, was 6 reales. This included 3 reales postage for a 
double rate letter to the Bolivian border (85 leguas) and 3 
reales registration fee. 
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Official mail and Court papers 
Official moil could be sent without paying the postage, provided that it was stomped 
with on official seal incorporating the notional coot of arms or endorsed in manuscript 
with 'Servicio Nacional". 

-----

September 1839, Trujillo - Llaucan(?) 
Official mail, with the seal PREFECTORIA DE LA LIBERTAD and inscribed "Oficial". 
On receipt, the official to whom the letter was addressed signed the wrapper, which the 
postmaster would later use to claim the postage, 3 1/2 reales, from the provincial trcasury. 

Ca 1863, Piura - Tumbes 
Official mail, with the seal of TESORIA DE LA PROVINCIA LITORAL DE PIURA. The 
wrapper is undated, but the postage of 2 reales for a weight of 1/2 onza places it in the period 
of the 1863 tariff. Even after prepayment by postage stamps had been introduced, official 
mail was exempted from postage much as before. However, postmasters no longer had to be 
reimbursed; they could use record!; of the official mail delivered directly in their accounts. 

1.16 



Official mail 

An on outer sheet of a piece of official mail, illustrating how a claim tor compensation 
trom the departmental treasury tor postage not payable was being made. On the 
reverse of the sheet, which was evidently sent back to Arequipa, is the following text 
(in translationl. 

"I have received from the postmaster, D. Julio Dengo, a 
document with a 3 reales charge, which was sent by the 
Accountant for Tithes in the city of Arequipa and in order 
for it to serve for reimbursement, I write this from Ocona the 
7th in the month of November 1840." 

(Signature) 

In another hand: Agreed, 3 rS 

- .~ ) 

November 1840, Arequipa - Ocona 
Official mail, stamped with the seal of CONTADURIA DE DIEZMO DEL 
DEPARTAMENTO DE AREQUIPA and Servicio Nacional in manuscript. Postage 
of 3 reales marked indicates a double letter (46leguas distance). 
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Court papers \ 
\ 

23 December 1858, Trujillo - Chic1ayo 
6 onzas of papers sent from the superior 
court to a first instance court, at the rate 
of 2 pesetas (4 realesl per onza, for a 
total charge of 24 reales. However, here 
the papers concerned a criminal case, so 
the postage did not get passed on. 


